
 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

April 20, 2010 
 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 20, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug 
Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The April 6, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Sheen moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously with 
Councilman Billingsley abstaining since he was not a Councilman at that meeting. 
 
The April 12, 2010 special City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously with 
Councilman Billingsley abstaining since he was not a Councilman at that meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented Councilman Billingsley with the original Oath of Office for Council 
Seat 4 administered on April 19 during a joint meeting with the County Commission. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, Mayor Putnam presented a “Recognition of Service” 
proclamation to out-going City Councilman Patty Herzog.  Putnam said Herzog’s voice on the 
Council was very much appreciated and she will be missed. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no public, personal communication or correspondence. 
 
DICUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a "business" as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam said the Council concurred with the appointment of Giovette Giordano-Cassinelli 
to fill a vacancy on the Humboldt County Regional Planning Commission at the last meeting, but 
the item was not on that agenda for formal action.  Councilman Brooks moved to ratify the 
appointment of Giovette Giordano-Cassinelli to the Humboldt County Regional Planning 
Commission.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SIDE YARD SETBACK VARIANCE REQUEST RW-10-08 / WHISENAND 
 
Betty Lawrence of the Humboldt County Planning Commission presented the side yard setback 
variance request submitted by Robert and Rosa Whisenand.  Lawrence said there were no 
objections from the public.  Councilman Cain moved to approve, based upon staff findings and 
recommendation, variance request RW-10-08 to reduce the side yard setback from 5-ft. to 0-ft. 
to allow for the construction of a garage in an R-3 (Multiple Family Residential) zoning district 
located at 53 W. Haskell Street, APN 016-062-06, on behalf of Robert and Rosa Whisenand.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-09. 
 
PRESENTATION ON HOSPITAL EXPANSION PROJECT / PARRISH 
 
Jim Parrish, Administrator and CEO of Humboldt General Hospital, presented a slide 
presentation on the proposed hospital medical office expansion project.  Parrish also introduced 
Peggy Lindsey who will oversee physician clinics and physician recruitment.  Parrish said 
approval was given by the hospital board to begin the bidding process at the end of April.  It is 
anticipated that bids will be opened by the end of May, with ground breaking in June.  The 
project will cost an estimated $10,800,000, and there are $980,000 in bid alternates.  It is a two-
floor addition with a walk-in, fixed-priced clinic and indoor connection to the emergency room on 
the bottom floor and physician office spaces on the second floor.  There will not be additions to 
the acute or long-term care areas of the hospital.  The greatest priority identified in the 
community survey conducted by the hospital was the need for additional physician space to 
help attract needed physicians to the community.  Putnam said she believes this expansion will 
benefit the community.  Lindsey said physicians specializing in internal medicine and family 
practice will be the priority.  The timing is good for this project because construction costs are 
reported to be lower than in the past.  The expansion is an extension of a strategic plan 
developed in 1998 by the hospital board.  Tax increases will not be necessary to fund the 
project.  It is anticipated cash reserves will fund the project.  The helicopter pad will be relocated 
across Haskell Street on railroad property adjacent to the hospital campus.  Councilman Sheen 
expressed concern about periods of the day when there is high-volume traffic on Haskell Street, 
and asked if there were any concerns about transporting patients back and forth between the 
helicopter pad and the hospital.  Parrish said patients are now transported by ambulance from 
the helipad to the hospital.  Mayor Putnam thanked Parrish and welcomed Lindsey to the 
community. 
 
ORDINANCE ADOPTION / REZONE RW-10-02 / CITY OF WINNEMUCCA 
 
Mayor Putnam said the rezone request by the City was necessary in order to allow for the 
transfer of property to the Nevada Rural Housing Authority (NRHA) to construct low-income 
senior housing on the site.  The hearing was opened to public comment.  None was given.  
Councilman Sheen moved to approve rezone request RW-10-02 to change the R-1-6 (Single 
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Family Residential-6,000 sf minimum lot size) zoning district to an R-3 (Multiple Family 
Residential) zoning district on property located on W. Minor Street adjacent to the Senior Center 
at 1480 Lay Street and Winnemucca Manor Apartments at 130 W. Minor Street, APN 016-171-
06 for the City of Winnemucca.  Motion carried unanimously.  Ordinance Number 769. 
 
PARTIAL STREET ABANDONMENT REQUEST / CITY OF WINNEMUCCA 
 
City Attorney Maher said the partial street abandonment of a strip of the street measuring 
approximately seven and one-half feet in width of the southwesterly side of Lay Street will 
provide straight property lines and square off the lots in that area.  Maher reminded that the 
criteria for determining whether to abandon property was whether there will be a material 
detriment to the public caused by the abandonment.  The hearing was opened to public 
comment.  None was given.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve the partial street 
abandonment of approximately seven and on-half feet in width (actual width varies) strip of the 
southwesterly side of Lay Street between W. First Street and the Interstate 80 right-of-way 
adjacent to Block 5 of Lower Town to the City, APNs 015-141-03 and 015-141-08, for the City of 
Winnemucca.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-10. 
 
PORTION OF EXISTING UTILITY EASEMENT ABANDONMENT REQUEST / RIVERA 
 
John Milton of Desert Mountain Surveying presented the request of property owners Javier and 
Dora Rivera to abandon a portion of the existing utility easement on the property.  The new 
addition to the Chihuahua’s Cantina building was constructed over the existing utility easement 
and the utilities to the structure were relocated.  An abandonment is requested because the 
portion of the easement under the building will no longer be used for utilities on the property.  
The hearing was opened to public comment.  None was given.  Councilman Sheen moved to 
approve the abandonment of a portion of the existing utility easement adjacent to Giroux Street 
extending from the easterly boundary of Giroux Street approximately fifty-eight feet in an 
easterly direction across Block “Y” of the City (formerly Town) of Winnemucca, APN 015-143-
05, for Javier and Dora Rivera.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-11. 
 
LEASE AGREEMENT CANCELLATION / SENIOR CITIZENS OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY, INC. 
 
This item was postponed for consideration until the May 4, 2010 City Council meeting. 
 
PROPERTY TRANSFER REQUEST / NEVADA RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
City Attorney Maher said that due to the requirements to notify adjacent property owners and to 
post a notice on the property, the public hearing should be continued.  There was no public 
present.  The hearing was continued until the May 4, 2010 Council meeting. 
 
CONTRACT AWARD / STUART STREET STORM DRAIN PROJECT 
 
City Manager West said two bids were received to supply the storm drain pipe for the Stuart 
Street Storm Drain project.  Staff recommended acceptance of the low bid (which includes two 
additional elbows) from Ferguson Enterprises in the amount of $107,737.  The bids came in 
higher than expected due to the requirement to utilize a heavier walled pipe (because of the 
minimal burial depths of the pipeline).  The heavier pipe will help avoid potential collapses when 
the street improvements are done in the future.  The City has set aside funding for the project.  
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Councilman Stone moved to accept the low bid from Ferguson Enterprises in the amount of 
$107,737 to supply pipe for the Stuart Street Storm Drain project.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION (RTC) PROJECT PRIORITIES 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the prioritized RTC projects listed in the proposed resolution, which 
includes two optional projects as discussed at the last Council meeting.  City Manager West 
said he feels that funding for the actual repaving of City streets will be limited if not completely 
unavailable in the future, and the City will have to depend on a high maintenance program (chip 
and/or slurry seal) to keep them in shape.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the proposed 
Regional Transportation Commission budget priority projects for fiscal year 2010-2011.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-12. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported the liners will begin to be installed today on the golf course ponds 
and should be completed within the next couple of weeks.  West will meet with representatives 
of the WCVA tomorrow along with Mayor Putnam and Councilman Cain to discuss the revised 
EECBG (energy retro-fit stimulus funding) project scope of work.  There continues to be abuse 
of the “No Dogs Allowed” ordinance at Vesco City Park.  Dog waste continues to be a problem.  
West will discuss the problem with the Police Chief to see what can be done to increase 
enforcement.  The dog waste containers have not been installed as the group that had promised 
to do so is having financial difficulties.  The City may have to purchase and install the dog 
stations.  Mayor Putnam suggested the installation of one station in each park as a test to see if 
they will be used. 
 
Councilman Stone said the Winnemucca Works website was a main topic of discussion at the 
last HDA meeting.  More advertising about the website is needed to generate a better 
awareness by employers and the public on how to use the website to their benefit.  The Peace 
Officer Banquet will be held tonight at 6:00 p.m. at the Convention Center.  An invitation is 
extended to everyone. 
 
Councilman Cain said a working weekend was held at the Community Garden.  Earth Day will 
be celebrated on Thursday, April 22.  Cain attended the Airport board meeting last week. 
 
Councilman Sheen attended the Landfill Committee meeting last night.  The WCVA will meet 
tomorrow. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the wilderness area study was discussed at the NNRC meeting.  There 
has been good feedback from the community.  The BLM hopes to revamp the parking area for 
the Bloody Shins Trail.  The NNRC still wants to pursue the clean-up of Water Canyon as one of 
their on-going projects.  The Lowry girls golf team received their free golf passes this week. 
 
Mayor Putnam said the City should consider a lease agreement with the hospital auxiliary for 
use of the Poke and Peek building.  The auxiliary will be funding $30,000 toward the new roof. 
The only documented agreement between the City and the auxiliary is over 40 years old, and it 
is probably time to establish a mutual agreement.  The Mayor asked if the summer car cruise 
nights were in jeopardy of ending because of the departure of the American Car Collection 
group.  Councilman Stone said the group plans to keep the car cruises going by working with 
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the Chamber of Commerce.  Mayor Putnam attended a United Way meeting and they reported 
they will no longer be able to fund different organizations in the community.  Denim Day is 
Thursday, April 21, in recognition of April as “Sexual Violence Awareness” month.  The Mayor 
and City Manager will meet with John Carlson of Benefits Administrators on Thursday to discuss 
the employee health benefits and the revised rates for those benefits.  An increase of 5-7% is 
anticipated. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:32 p.m. until the next scheduled meeting on May 4, 
2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: May 4, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                      
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen   ________               
ABSENT:  Councilmen                     
 
   
APPROVED:      ATTEST:   
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
  


