
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
September 21, 2010 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, September 21, 2010 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The September 7, 2010 joint-regular City-County-WCVA meeting minutes were presented for 
review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Stone moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or awards. 
  
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Dee Holzel said she has received many comments from the public regarding a story she had 
posted to her website about the Indian Chief mosaic that is hanging in the City Hall conference 
room.   
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE OF VEHICLE / WINNEMUCCA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam said a single bid was received from DeLong Ford-Mercury for a patrol vehicle in 
the amount of $24,197.  All bid specifications were met.  Councilman Cain moved to approve 
the purchase of one (1) patrol vehicle from DeLong Ford-Mercury in the amount of $24,197 per 
staff recommendation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
////////// 
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DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS VEHICLES / POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam said the police department requests authorization to dispose of two (2) police 
department vehicles at public auction.  The model year 2002 and 2005 vehicles are no longer in 
use and both have registered over 100,000 miles.  Councilman Billingsley inquired about what 
criteria was used to determine disposal.  Police Chief Davidson said his department keeps 
detailed records of all parts that are changed out and any repairs made to the vehicles.  When a 
vehicle reaches the point where it is no longer cost effective to repair, usually between 100,000 
and 150,000 miles, the vehicle is reviewed for disposal.  City Manager West added that almost 
all of the mileage is from in-town use, which is rough on the overall wear and tear of the vehicle.  
Councilman Stone moved to find, per staff recommendation, that the two (2) police department 
vehicles are no longer required for public use and to authorize staff to dispose of the vehicles by 
public auction.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STREET CLOSURE / CHRISTMAS PARADE OF LIGHTS 
 
Debbie Stone, Humboldt County Chamber of Commerce, presented a request to close a portion 
of Bridge Street for the annual Christmas Parade of Lights parade on Saturday December 11, 
2010 on Bridge Street between Railroad and Giroux Streets from 5:30 p.m. to approximately 
6:30 p.m.  The Chamber also requested a no parking designation on Bridge Street during the 
parade as a safety precaution for spectators.  The parade will consist of approximately 30 to 35 
entries.  The theme this year is “Candy Canes and Christmas Carols.”  The Chamber asked if 
the Festival of Lights banners could be hung on the light poles.  Councilman Cain moved to 
approve the temporary closure of Bridge Street between Railroad Street and Giroux Street for 
the annual Christmas Parade of Lights on Saturday December 11, 2010 between 5:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Mayor and City Council were invited to ride the fire 
truck in the parade. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / TW-10-04 / AMENDMENT TO WMC CHAPTER 17.12.050 
 
This item was postponed. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / TW-10-05 / AMENDMENT TO WMC CHAPTER 16.08.060 
 
This item was postponed. 
 
NUISANCE COMPLAINT / 206 CASTLE WAY 
 
City Clerk Davis said responsibility for the clean-up of 206 Castle Way was acknowledged by 
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA); however, the process for approval and 
implementation of the clean-up could require an additional four to six weeks for federal 
government purchasing compliance.  Councilman Sheen said the City should get this property 
cleaned up now and bill the USDA for the work performed.  City Attorney Maher said if the City 
decided to clean the property and bill the USDA, the City may not get reimbursed.  Maher said it 
is a Council decision.  Councilman Stone asked if a lien could be placed on the property.  Maher 
said that was possible.  Councilman Billingsley asked staff to update Carmen Goicoechea, the 
neighbor who filed the nuisance complaint along with her neighbors, of the Council decision.  
Councilman Cain recommended the City allow the USDA to follow their procedures.  Mayor 
Putnam continued the public hearing for another 30 days. 
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NUISANCE COMPLAINT / 231 W. SHEPARD 
 
A public hearing was scheduled to consider a nuisance complaint filed on 231 W. Shepard.  
Mayor Putnam called for public comment.  None was given.  Councilman Sheen said she 
believes the City should approach this nuisance case in the same manner as she suggested for 
206 Castle Way by directing the appropriate City personnel to clean up the property and bill the 
property owners for the work performed.  The weeds on the property are chest high and there 
are broken windows.  Councilman Brooks moved to determine that a nuisance exists at 231 W. 
Shepard Street and to notify the property owners of their responsibility to clean up the property 
as provided by law, and upon failure to comply, the City will clean the property.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-24. 
 
USE OF CITY PROPERTY FOR CONSTRUCTION STAGING AREA / HUMBOLDT GENERAL 
HOSPITAL 
 
Mayor Putnam said the hospital project coordinator Mike Sheppard submitted a request to 
utilize City property located at 1078 East Winnemucca Boulevard for a construction staging area 
during the hospital construction project.  City Manager West said this property was originally 
purchased for the potential construction of a community center, but felt the City should consider 
this request since that project is on hold.  Staff recommends approval of this request with a 
property use agreement between the City and hospital.  Councilman Sheen suggested some 
kind of security should be established.  Councilman Stone said he was not in opposition to the 
request, but asked why the hospital couldn’t utilize the railroad property located across Haskell 
Street from the hospital that they had proposed to use for a helipad.  City Attorney Maher said 
the use of railroad land by the hospital is not finalized, the property is not large enough for the 
staging area, and it will be difficult to frequently cross both lanes of Haskell Street with 
construction activity.  A discussion should take place with a hospital representative to draft an 
agreement for City consideration.  West said the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) 
may require driveway entry/exit improvements to the property and, if so, the hospital should 
provide them.  Councilman Sheen moved to authorize staff to work on an agreement to allow 
the hospital to use City property located at 1078 East Winnemucca Boulevard as a construction 
staging area during the hospital construction, and to define appropriate conditions and 
responsibilities.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
DESIGNATION OF PORTION OF MIZPAH STREET AS TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION 
ZONE WITH PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK / HUMBOLDT GENERAL HOSPITAL 
 
Mayor Putnam said for safety purposes the hospital requested establishment of a construction 
zone speed limit of 15 mph on a portion of Mizpah Street during the hospital construction 
project, and requested a temporary crosswalk on Mizpah Street from the hospital main entrance 
to Vesco City Park.  Councilman Cain asked if a 15 mph speed limit was slow enough.  City 
Attorney Maher said the hospital representative, Mike Sheppard, suggested the use of pylons in 
the center of the street to help slow the traffic.  City Manager West said the pylons are made of 
flexible plastic and won’t damage vehicles if they are hit.  The temporary pedestrian crosswalk 
will alert traffic to slow down.  A 15 mph speed limit is typically designated in school zones.  
Staff recommends approval of this request.  Maher added the construction is scheduled to last 
approximately one year.  Councilman Stone moved to approve the Humboldt General Hospital 
request to designate a portion of Mizpah Street as a temporary construction zone and allow the 
posting of a 15 mph speed limit, the use of pylons, and the establishment of a temporary 
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pedestrian cross walk on Mizpah between the hospital main entrance and Vesco City Park 
during the hospital construction project.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AIRPORT RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the Winnemucca Municipal Airport Rules and Regulations document 
for discussion.  Councilman Cain noted that quite a bit of work was put into this document which 
is reflected by all the changes made.  City Manager West said the basic document template 
came from Armstrong Consultants as a guide.  A great amount of review and discussion by the 
Airport Board created a good document.  Councilman Stone asked if the airport users affected 
by the regulations were aware of the changes made.  West confirmed they were.  City Attorney 
Maher added that any action taken by the Airport Board requires ratification by the City and 
County.  Councilman Stone moved to ratify the action taken by the Airport Board, per the 
recommendation of Councilman Cain, the City representative on the Airport Board, to adopt the 
updated Winnemucca Municipal Airport Rules and Regulations as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
REVISIONS TO MANUFACTURED HOME SITING STANDARDS / REQUIREMENTS FOR 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES PLACED IN MOBILE HOME PARKS 
 
City Manager West said this issue is a long-standing one which deals with recreational vehicles 
(RVs) that have rented spaces in mobile home parks zoned as mobile home parks (MHP) or 
manufactured home combining districts (MHCD).  Staff does not have the ability to monitor RVs 
for compliance of set-up regulations, that is, skirting, tie-downs, and rigid sewer connections.  
The Building Inspector office will have to monitor RVs on a daily basis to determine compliance.  
The RV park owners have historically not provided much assistance with compliance issues.  
West said direction from the Council is needed on how to move forward.  Staff believes the best 
time to document RV placement is at the time the space is rented, which requires assistance 
from the park owners.  The Ruby Pipeline project has created a huge need for spaces as the 
majority of their employees will be transient in nature and will be living in RVs on a temporary 
basis.  West said temporary has been variously described as between six months and one year.  
Councilman Brooks said that people live in the parks with purchased mobile homes and there 
are rules in place that should be followed.  West noted that staff has tried to come up with a 
workable solution, and the Council, in the past, has stayed requirements for the RVs that are 
setting up in mobile home parks. 
 
Sherrie Chaplin, Building Inspector, said there is a $20 inspection fee when an RV is set up in a 
mobile home park.  The set-up requirements are spelled out in the ordinance.  Most of the 
mobile home parks in town comply with the requirements, but one in particular does not.  
Enforcement was put on hold because if one park doesn’t comply with the regulations, none of 
them should have too.  This has created a conflict with enforcement.  Brooks said it is her 
understanding that none of the parks are in complete compliance right now.  Chaplin agreed, 
adding that some park dwellers are complaining about the temporary RVs in their parks.  
Councilman Sheen added compliance could be tied to the park owner’s business license.  Betty 
Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, added that George Miller of Miller 
Enterprises was in attendance at one of their meetings and said Miller Enterprises is willing to 
comply with the rules pertaining to RVs.  Miller suggested relevant information be gathered on 
each RV by defining a timeline to park there and the placement of a sticker in the window that 
reveals permit information.  Councilman Billingsley asked what consequences were in place for 
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those who violate the RV requirements.  Chaplin said the inspection fee could be doubled, but 
the last time the building department tried enforcement, the RV owners were told by the park 
owners not to worry about it, as it was no big deal.  In answer to the question raised by West, 
City Attorney Maher said he didn’t know if making the property owner responsible for the RV 
set-up requirements was possible.  Some lots within each park are individually owned and some 
parks are owned by one individual.  Sheen suggested an invitation to meet with the Council 
should be extended to park owners so that the issue could be discussed and clarified.  In 
answer to Billingsley’s question about going after the violators, Maher said a misdemeanor 
citation could be issued; however, the City can’t evict anyone from private property, only the 
property owner can evict.  West added in some cases the property owner is not in compliance 
with the ordinance in place because of zoning issues, adding to the dilemma.  Various 
approaches were discussed about how to enforce the RV set-up requirements.  Chaplin said 
her only concern was with the time involved with enforcement.  A window sticker approach 
would be best to allow the building department to visually note compliance.  Mayor Putnam said 
staff should send a letter to all mobile home park owners in the community and invite them to a 
meeting with the City to discuss code enforcement and their comments on the directive to the 
Building Inspector.   
 
REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF PERMIT AND SEWER-WATER CONNECTION FEES / 
HUMBOLDT MUSEUM 
 
Mayor Putnam said the Humboldt Museum is beginning a project to establish utility connections 
to a house relocated from Railroad Street to museum property, and they are asking for a waiver 
of the City permit and connection fees.  Putnam explained there will not be an actual waiver of 
the fees, just a donation of the fee amount by the City.  The total figure is $3,900.  City Manager 
West said the house that was moved is undergoing some minor upgrades which include water-
sewer connections and some electrical and interior improvements.  Councilman Billingsley 
asked if the City actually pays the fees.  Putnam answered the fees are not collected but the fee 
sum is considered as a donation by the City.  Councilman Cain moved to approve donations of 
the building permit fee and the sewer-water connection fees valued at $3,900 for the Humboldt 
Museum project.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported the grant award has been increased for the stimulus-funded cape 
seal project.  The police station pre-construction meeting will be held tomorrow.  The Haskell 
Street trees will be replaced next week.  Councilman Sheen said there appear to be problems 
with the trees on Hanson Street.  Councilman Stone said he had a discussion with Ron 
Schrempp, of Ron’s Seed and Supply, who advised the City may be using a fertilizer that is too 
strong.  All the materials have been ordered for the SCADA (Telemetry) project.  
 
Councilman Stone said the HDA appointed Brad Schultz, the Humboldt County Extension 
Agent, to the vacant agricultural industry position.  Jeff Snyder and Scott Carriere submitted 
their resignations from the HDA. 
 
Councilman Cain said he had attended the recent airport board meetings.  The LEPC met last 
night and held a table top exercise.  The State requires that two more meetings be held.  
Hazmat issues have caused the LEPC to consider a full time position to head up the LEPC. 
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Councilman Brooks reported Jack Mars had contacted her and strongly urged the installation of 
a traffic signal at the intersection of Bridge Street and Haskell Street.  Brooks said she has been 
asked when trick or treat will be held this year.  Mayor Putnam said she is a traditionalist and 
trick or treat will be held on Halloween day (October 31).  The NNRC meets tonight.  RESPECT 
will work with the BLM at the community clean-up day scheduled for Saturday, September 25 
beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone should meet at Good Morning Furniture.  The 1980’s high 
school reunion is this weekend. 
 
Mayor Putnam said she met with the Hospital Auxiliary and they agreed to have their forty year 
relationship with the City (using the Poke and Peek building at Sage Heights) memorialized with 
a resolution rather than a formal lease.  The Futures Project held meetings this week.  Next 
week will be an actual strategic planning meeting to together bring all the information gathered 
at prior meetings.  City Manager West reported the sample street lighting should be installed 
within the next week or two. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:28 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
October 5, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  October 5, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                   
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                 
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                        
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


