
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
  October 19, 2010 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, October 19, 2010 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Councilman Joyce Sheen.  Staff 
present:  City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The October 5, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Stone moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
  
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Mayor Putnam officially declared that Halloween would be celebrated on Sunday, October 31.  
Trick or Treating will commence at 5:00 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Stone moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VARIANCE VW-10-14 / REDUCE ONSITE PARKING STALLS AND UTILIZE ON-STREET 
DIAGONAL PARKING / WEST WIND, LLC-FRANSWAY 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said West Wind, LLC submitted a 
variance request asking for a reduction in the number of required onsite parking stalls to zero 
(0) and to utilize the existing on-street diagonal parking at 451 West Second Street.  No 
objections were received.  A special privilege is not being granted due to the size of the 
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property.  Tom Fransway stated for the record that he is West Wind, LLC.  Councilman Cain 
moved to approve variance request VW-10-14 to reduce the number of required onsite parking 
stalls to zero (0) and to utilize existing on-street diagonal parking in a G-C (General 
Commercial) zoning district on property located at 451 W. Second Street, APN 15-423-01, on 
behalf of West Wind, LLC-Tom Fransway.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 
2010-26. 
 
PROCEDURAL CHANGES AND UPDATE TO MANUAL / STREET NAMING COMMITTEE 
 
Dana Toth, Humboldt County Planning Department, said the procedures for the street naming 
committee and the street naming manual needed updating because in practice the street 
naming process was not following the outlined procedures or the manual.  The committee is 
comprised of a number of department heads from various agencies throughout the County.  
Assistant District Attorney Angie Elquist provided assistance with the revisions to the 
procedures and manual.  The committee now must follow the Open Meeting law.  All street 
name recommendations go before the County Commission for final approval, and the 
committee membership list has been updated. City Attorney Maher noted the committee was 
started in 1994 with a lot of enthusiasm, but that enthusiasm waned, apparently due to a lack of 
interest.  Councilman Brooks moved to adopt, by resolution, the procedural changes for the 
street naming committee and the updates to the regional street naming committee manual, as 
presented by staff.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-27. 
 
DONATION OF PICKUP TRUCK TO WINNEMUCCA FOOD BANK 
 
Mayor Putnam noted that at the last meeting a City 1990 ½-ton Chevrolet pickup truck had been 
determined as no longer having a use for public purposes, and was authorized to be sold at 
auction.  Ed Klemish, representing the Winnemucca Ministerial Association dba Winnemucca 
Food Bank, expressed an interest in the vehicle and asked the City to consider donating the 
truck to them to assist with food deliveries.  Klemish said the food bank holds 12 annual food 
drives and with upcoming holiday meal deliveries, the truck could be very useful.  Putnam said 
the number of people helped in the community by the food bank is significant, and it is an 
excellent idea to donate the truck.  Councilman Stone moved to approve the donation of the out 
of service 1990 ½-ton Chevrolet pickup truck (VIN #1GCFC24H8LZ150807, unit #45) to the 
Winnemucca Food Bank.  Motion carried unanimously.  Klemish added the Winnemucca 
Ministerial Association is operating the food bank with full support until the food bank can 
acquire its own 501(3)(c) status.  City Attorney Maher reminded Klemish to register the vehicle 
under the Winnemucca Ministerial Association name. 
 
USE OF CITY-OWNED POKE ‘N’ PEEK BUILDING / HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 
 
Mayor Putnam said the Hospital Auxiliary requested some form of documentation with the City 
to solidify the terms and conditions for use of the Poke ‘N’ Peek building located in Sage 
Heights.  The building is used to provide a much-needed service to the community, and all 
proceeds derived from the sale of goods are used to benefit Humboldt General Hospital, except 
for the minimal expenses incurred by the Auxiliary.  The last discussion on the subject took 
place in July 1971.  City Attorney Maher said the City has the authority to deal with City property 
in various ways.  The draft resolution refers to the state law sections which allow City property to 
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be used for public benefit type purposes.  If the City chose to use a rental/lease approach to this 
situation, the process is very lengthy and involved with no guarantees the Auxiliary will be the 
user of the property (other interested parties would be allowed to solicit and pay for use of the 
property).  Maher suggested the rental/lease approach may not be a good procedure for the 
Auxiliary since the same conditions for use of the building have been followed by the City and 
the Auxiliary for at least forty (40) years.  The proposed resolution is open-ended and provides 
flexibility for the involved parties.  Maher said the existing method of providing use of the 
property has worked very well and it does not appear it should be discontinued.    Councilman 
Cain moved to approve Resolution Number 2010-28 which defines the terms and conditions for 
Humboldt General Hospital Auxiliary’s use of the Poke ‘N’ Peek building and premises at Sage 
Heights for charitable services.  Dorothy Brinkotter of the Hospital Auxiliary requested to take 
the draft resolution to the next Auxiliary meeting (November 16) for review and approval by their 
Board.  Councilman Cain withdrew his motion.  This item will be placed on the November 23 
meeting agenda for final approval. 
 
NUISANCE COMPLAINT / 206 CASTLE WAY 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the update provided by the City Clerk.  The USDA office in Elko has 
hired a contractor to clean up the property during the week of October 18-22.  City Manager 
West said no action was necessary today, as the work should be underway this week.  Action 
was postponed to give the USDA time to begin the clean-up process, and follow-up will take 
place at the next meeting on November 5. 
 
NUISANCE COMPLAINT / 231 W. SHEPARD STREET 
 
Mayor Putnam authorized staff to move forward with final notifications to the property owner on 
property located at 231 W. Shepard Street, APN 16-072-09.  If the City does not receive proper 
response from the property owner, staff is further directed to acquire quotes from individuals 
who provide property clean-up services, followed by placing a lien on the property to recoup 
costs incurred by the City to do so. 
 
DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT / WINNEMUCCA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Reference was made by Mayor Putnam to the pictures provided in the packet of one (1) large 
air compressor system and one (1) air compressor dryer system located in the Flying A Garage.  
The Winnemucca Police Department said the items are no longer required for any public use 
and proposed they be sold through public auction.  Councilman Stone moved to determine, 
based upon staff recommendation, that the items are no longer required for public use and to 
approve disposal of the items through public auction, with the option of using means provided 
via the Internet, if feasible.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STUART STREET STORM DRAIN PROJECT / PIPE INSTALLATION PROPOSALS 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the two bids received to finish pipe installation with the Stuart Street 
storm drain project.  Hunewill Construction submitted the lowest bid at $24,750.  Curtis 
Machinery submitted a bid for $38,610.  City Manager West said staff had completed just over 
300 feet of pipe installation, but their available time was often taken up by normal maintenance 
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work and unexpected water leaks, which prevented staff from being able to complete the project 
in a timely manner.  West said it was necessary to rent a backhoe from Cashman Equipment to 
work on the project at a cost of $4,300 per month.  In order to guarantee that this project is 
completed before spring, staff recommends utilizing a contractor to complete the job within the 
next few months.  Councilman Billingsley added that project costs would be high even for the 
City to complete the job.  Councilman Brooks moved to award a contract, per staff 
recommendation, to the lowest bidder, Hunewill Construction, in the amount of $24,750 to 
complete the Stuart Street storm drain project.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis reported that the in-house financial audit was complete and the auditors should 
make their presentation at one of the scheduled meetings in November.  The City Clerk’s office 
is preparing for a PERS audit.  The City no longer carries certificate of deposits at Wells Fargo 
Bank.  A majority of the certificate funds have been transferred to the Wells Fargo NVest 
account which, to date, offers the highest rate of return at an estimated 2.7%.  Future cash 
liquidity has been taken into consideration and provided for in the business checking and 
savings accounts. 
 
City Manager West said he is still waiting for the demonstration lights to arrive. 
 
Councilman Stone said the landfill committee held a meeting yesterday.  Some minor 
adjustments were approved on accounts.  The Community Garden sent a thank you note for the 
tractor that was purchased for them by the landfill committee.  City Attorney Maher added the 
tractor was funded by recycling grant monies.  The recycling fund generates close to $50,000 
annually. 
 
Councilman Brooks recently attended an NNRC meeting.  The NNRC, in conjunction with the 
WCVA, is working on a brochure that highlights outdoor activities in our area.  RESPECT has 
not submitted an update to the exact amount of garbage that was hauled away during the 
community clean-up day held in September. 
 
Mayor Putnam said she has received information about the sale of “Spice” in Winnemucca and 
Elko.  A tentative joint meeting has been scheduled with the County Commission on November 
8 to discuss a possible sales ban of the product in this area.  Lieutenant Pardovich added that 
the product is sold as incense for $25-$50 per gram.  Kids are smoking it like tobacco.  It does 
not contain any illegal substance.  However, the NRS state that any substance that gives you an 
additional high is classified as a “drug.”  This is a growing trend and is a problem in our area.  
Putnam said many adverse affects have been documented.  Brooks said she understands that 
the potency is higher than that of marijuana.  Stone added incidents of death have been 
documented.  Putnam said this item should be reviewed as a public health and safety issue, 
and done jointly with the County.  Winnemucca Pins were given to the Community Garden 
ladies who will be representing the State of Nevada at a conference in Italy.  The Wiltsie-
Williams property issue cannot be completed until a legal description is provided by the 
surveyors. 
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Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:46 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
November 9, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  November 9, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Billingsley, Brooks                   
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman   Sheen                    
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                        
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


