
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JOINT CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

November 8, 2010 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission on Tuesday, November 8, 2010 at 1:45 p.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse 
meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  City Officials present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen 
Richard Stone, Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Staff present:  
City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis.  County 
Officials present:  Commission Chairman Chuck Giordano and Commissioners Tom Fransway, 
Garley Amos, Dan Cassinelli and Mike Bell.  County Staff present:  County Administrator Bill 
Deist, County Clerk Tami Spero and District Attorney Russell Smith. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the City Council portion of the joint meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council agreed that the item on this agenda may impose an economic burden on a 
business or may restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business depending on what 
type of action, if any, is taken on the agenda item. 
 
REGULATION OF SYNTHETIC CANNABINOIDS, OR “SPICE,” WITHIN CITY LIMITS 
 
Ed Kilgore, Humboldt County Sheriff, said he first learned of the problem with “spice” being sold 
and used in the community about one month ago.  There are several businesses in the 
community that are selling the substances under the table and, apparently, they are not making 
it a part of their cash or inventory records.  Police Chief Davidson stated the community needs 
to take a united front against the sale and use of this drug.  Kilgore continued that the schools 
are aware of the impact to students.  Brian Boatman, Elko County Juvenile Department, gave 
an informational presentation on the drug group known as “spice.”  The drug is typically sold as 
incense and is comprised of a mixture of herbs and flowers treated with synthetic cannabis and 
other chemicals.  It has been used in the United States for about eight years.  The product effect 
resembles that of marijuana and the user experiences a similar high from it.  Side effects 
include emergency room visits with nausea, headaches, numbness, anxiety, and respiratory 
problems.  It is currently classified as a legal product.  Boatman suggested there should be a 
resolution asking local businesses to refrain from selling this product.  The current problem is 
that laboratory testing is not yet available through the State, and a private lab would have to be 
used at a higher cost for each test (approximately $40 each).  The State Pharmacy Board is 
expected to consider classifying the drug as a Schedule 1 controlled substance (similar to 
cocaine and heroin) in January 2011.  Commissioner Fransway suggested this presentation be 
a part of the Nevada Association of Counties meeting to be held on November 18.  Kilgore said 
he believes the District Attorney and City Attorney should work together to draft a resolution or 
work on ordinance language that will prohibit the sale of the drug in the community.  
Commissioner Bell suggested that if local businesses are selling “spice” under the table, they 
must know or believe that it is wrong to do so or they wouldn’t be selling it that way.  Bell 
suggested a pro-active approach as soon as possible to promote a ban of the product.  District 
Attorney Smith said that if the State Pharmacy Board defines “spice” as a Schedule 1 controlled 
substance, the law would not have to be changed through the ordinance process.  The 
substance would be classified as illegal and could be prosecuted under the law.  Smith said the 
County can’t make this an illegal substance before the State does, but the County can work to 
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inhibit the sale of the substance.  Fransway said more guidance was needed, and expeditiously, 
but he hasn’t heard anything concrete today that will allow the governing entities to move 
forward with a ban.  City Attorney Maher said because there is no readily available test and the 
substance is not currently illegal, there are some significant challenges with the issue.     
Boatman suggested a resolution could still be done to inform businesses that the sale of the 
drug is not desirable.  Kilgore said education of students and parents could collectively be 
accomplished through the School District, Sheriff’s Department, County Commission, City 
Police Department and City Council.  Dave Jensen, Humboldt County School District, said they 
are looking at their drug policies and procedures to make sure they are responsive to this issue.  
Judge Montero said this drug issue has arrived in adult court and he is dealing with it through 
individual testing and ordering that users (all of whom are on probation) will be sanctioned if the 
drug is found in their system.  Mayor Putnam asked the Council how they wanted to move 
forward with addressing this issue.  Councilman Sheen said she thought the City should inform 
local businesses that if they are caught selling this product under the table, the validity of their 
business license may be in jeopardy and that any action taken by the City was out of concern 
for our youth.  Fransway said it was premature to draft a resolution or ordinance at this point.  
Commissioner Fransway moved to direct the County, by working with the City and through staff 
and legal counsel, to seek out the best option to deal with “spice” as a dangerous drug and 
threat to the community, stipulating that the County and City both expeditiously follow-up on this 
issue.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilman Sheen moved to mirror the County’s motion 
and add that the City will work toward writing the proper language to use when addressing local 
businesses about refraining from the sale of the product in the community.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Chief Davidson suggested that anything written that addresses this issue should 
be signed by all governmental entities to show a stance of unity.  
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:48 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
November 9, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  November 23, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                  
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                            
ABSENT:  Councilmen           
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


