
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

June 7, 2011 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 7, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug 
Cain, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Councilman Joyce Sheen.  Staff present:  City 
Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The May 16, 2011 joint City/County meeting minutes were presented for review and Councilman 
Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
The May 17, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Billingsley moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public, personal communications, or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Stone moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION / HUET 
 
Mayor Putnam said request was made by Paul Huet and Joyce Huet for voluntary annexation of 
their property located at the corner of Water Canyon Road and Ada Vista Drive.  City Manager 
West noted that the development (which created the Huet lot) was constructed outside of the 
City limits and there was no way to mandate annexation and adherence to the City development 
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standards at that time.  When the property owner desired City-provided utility services, a 
request for annexation had to be filed.  Councilman Stone moved to introduce the ordinance 
and to direct staff to set the ordinance for public hearing on June 21, 2011 for annexation of 
property located on Ada Vista Drive and Water Canyon Road, APN 010-681-01, and to amend 
Winnemucca Municipal Code (WMC) Chapter 1.24, as requested by Paul Huet and Joyce Huet.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FAA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT ASSURANCES 
 
City Manager West reported the airport has always adhered to the FAA Airport Improvement 
Program Grant Assurances.  Some items were added and changed, but the changes were not 
substantial.  City Attorney Maher said that if the airport is not operated in accordance with the 
grant assurances program requirements, the FAA could remove the airport from the City control.  
Mayor Putnam added the City has to comply with what is requested in order to receive grant 
funding.  Councilman Cain moved to accept the FAA Airport Improvement Program Grant 
Assurances as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 DISTRIBUTION OF ADDITIONAL TRANSFERS WITHIN CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT RESERVE FUND (#004) 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the City Council decision made during the fiscal year 2011-2012 
tentative budget hearing on May 17 authorizing an additional transfer of $1,400,000 from the 
General Fund (#001) to the Capital Improvement Reserve Fund (#004).  City Manager West 
presented a breakdown of the proposed distribution of an additional $200,000 in reserve funding 
toward heavy equipment purchases (re-allocated from the airport project reserve because 
airport project funding typically consists of 95% FAA grant funding with only a 5% City match), 
an additional $200,000 re-allocated to the firehouse building reserve, and approximately 
$1,100,000 in additional funding to the street reserve (for the Water Canyon Road improvement 
project or the Bridge and Haskell Street traffic signal project).  The reserves are funded 
adequately.  Councilman Stone added that he thought funding should be set aside under park 
improvements reserve fund to purchase school district property that is located adjacent to the 
softball complex.  Putnam said the (school district) property is approximately 10 acres in size 
and will need improvements at an estimated cost of $300,000.  West concurred and added 
funding could be re-allocated from the street reserve to the park improvements reserve.  Cam 
Drake (a volunteer fireman) asked if there were enough designated funds to cover engineering 
and architectural costs for a new firehouse.  Putnam responded that some grants provide for 
such costs and some do not, and it depends on what grant funding is available.  West said he 
hoped that a planning grant would take care of the conceptual design costs for a new firehouse.  
Councilman Brooks moved to accept the recommended distribution of the $1,400,000 within the 
Capital Improvement Reserve Fund (#004) as presented, including the allocation of $300,000 to 
Park Improvements Reserve projects.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE ADOPTION / REZONE RW-11-01 / DESERT MOUNTAIN SURVEYING 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said the Planning Committee reviewed 
and approved the application made by Desert Mountain Surveying for a rezone application on 
property located on Great Basin Drive between Water Canyon Road and Whitaker Drive.  The 
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rezone was also approved at the May 12 Planning Commission meeting.  The applicant wants 
to create lots that are similar to other lots in the area.  The rezone meets the master plan 
designation.  Staff recommends approval.  John Milton of Desert Mountain Surveying noted 
another parcel directly south of this property was already annexed to the City.  The property to 
the west is part of the Offenhauser development and is zoned R-1-9.  Mayor Putnam asked for 
public comment.  None was given.  Councilman Brooks moved to adopt, based upon staff 
recommendation, rezone application RW-11-01 submitted by Desert Mountain Surveying to 
change the zoning district from RR-2.5 (Rural Ranchette 2.5 acre minimum lot size) to R-1-12 
(Single Family Residential-12,000 sf minimum lot size) on property located on Great Basin Drive 
between Water Canyon Road and Whitaker Drive, APN 16-591-04.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Ordinance Number 775. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West said the McCoy airport hanger purchase documents have been prepared by 
the City Attorney and are in the process of getting signed.  The purchase will close in the near 
future.  The Minor Street water project will start within the next couple of weeks.  There is a bid 
pricing conflict on the stimulus cape seal project being administered by the NDOT that will 
cause another delay.  The City/County chip seal project bids will be opened on June 15.  The 
"Buy America" waiver for the street light project hasn't been received as of today.  A quote has 
been received from a professional pipeline company that can clean and video the inside of the 
City orangeburg sewer piping to discover where the problem areas lie and help determine the 
best rehabilitation option to use on each line.  The proposal is based on an hourly rate of $300 
per day for the crew, $5,000 for mobilization and de-mobilization, and $500 per day/per diem.  
To save money, the City crew will do as much cleaning and inspection work as it can to get 
ahead of the contractor to reduce costs.  This proposal will be brought before the Council for 
review at a future meeting.  Mayor Putnam added there is some urgency to move the project 
along because of recent pipe failures.  West said that everything had gone along fine with the 
orangeburg sewer pipe for the past several years with the City performing routine maintenance.  
Lately, however, problems have been experienced on Parkview Avenue.  The strength of the 
pipe walls is questionable and it will be a challenge to prepare the pipe for rehabilitation.  If the 
pipe walls are weakened by routing work, there is risk of a pipe collapse.  There is no choice but 
to slip line the pipe using a method that does not require exposing the laterals, due to the 
extreme depth of the mains and the other conflicting utilities found in the narrow easements.  It 
appears that the newly improved "form in place" method of slip lining might work on these lines, 
but until the detailed inspection work can be completed, there is no professional advice. 
Rehabilitating the mains will be no easy task and will involve substantial risk of pipe collapse 
problems. 
 
Councilman Billingsley reminded everyone that the first Kruise Night of the year will take place 
this week on Thursday night.  Everyone was encouraged to attend. 
 
Mayor Putnam said if there were no objections, she suggests canceling the July 5, 2011 City 
Council meeting.  There were none.  Everyone acknowledged receipt of their invitation to the 
Senior complex ground breaking ceremony. 
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Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:32 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
June 21, 2011. 
 
A retirement ceremony for Fire Chief Walt Johnstone was held after adjournment of the 
meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  June 21, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Billingsley, Brooks             
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman  Sheen                                  
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                                            
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


