
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

November 8, 2011 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The October 18, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Councilman Billingsley abstained from voting on the warrants for Jim Dandy Productions which 
is owned by him.   Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2012 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PARTY FUNDING REQUEST 
 
Deanna Eastman, Katrina Schaffner and Heather Nelson, parents of students, presented the 
request for partial funding of the 2012 high school graduation party.  Eastman said parents 
sponsor the party and all monies collected from local businesses go back into the community by 
purchasing prizes from those businesses.  The party has an estimated budget of $30,000.  
Humboldt County agreed to donate $3,000 to the party. Councilman Billingsley disclosed that he 
has a senior graduating in 2012 and fully supports the party.  A budget handout was reviewed. 
City Manager West said there is $2,000 budgeted for this event, but the Council can decide to 
exceed that amount.  Councilman Brooks moved to donate $2,500 toward the 2012 High School 
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graduation party.  Motion carried unanimously.  Brooks noted that the parent-student 
participation for the event increases every year.  Billingsley added there is an expected 
enrollment increase, and it may be advisable to consider increasing the budget for this event 
during the next budget cycle. 
 
SIDE YARD SETBACK / MOJICA 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, provided a staff report for the side 
yard setback requested by Fernando Mojica.  Mayor Putnam said it appeared this was a similar 
request to those already approved in the same vicinity.  Councilman Cain moved to approve, 
based on staff findings and recommendation, variance request VW-11-14 made by Fernando 
Mojica to reduce the side yard setback from five (5) feet to one (1) foot in an R-1-6 MHC (Single 
Family Residential-6,000 sf minimum lot size-Manufactured Home Combining) zoning district 
located at 4135 Guthrie Avenue, APN 016-312-02.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution 
Number 2011-28. 
 
FRONT YARD SETBACK / BILLINGSLEY FAMILY TRUST 
 
Councilman Billingsley disclosed that he will not discuss or act on this request because the 
applicant is a family member.  Mayor Putnam reviewed the front yard setback request.  John 
Milton, Desert Mountain Surveying, said the surrounding properties are zoned C (Commercial).  
Granting the variance will not result in anything different from what surrounding properties have 
for setbacks. Councilman Sheen moved to approve, based on staff findings and 
recommendation, variance request VW-11-15 made by Desert Mountain Surveying on behalf of 
the Billingsley Family Trust to reduce the front yard setback from 20 feet to 19 feet in an LM 
(Limited Manufacturing) zoning district located at  935 N. Highland Drive, APN 016-301-17.  
Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Billingsley abstaining.  Resolution Number 2011-
29. 
 
ORDINANCE / REZONE APPLICATION RW-11-03 / SNOW 
 
Councilman Brooks disclosed that John Krmpotic with KLS Planning & Design is her oldest 
son’s Godparent.  Mayor Putnam said this rezone request by KLS Planning & Design (KLS) on 
behalf of Mike Snow and Kimberly Snow was made in order to allow for development of a 
proposed subdivision.  Mayor Putnam asked for public comment.  None was given.  Betty 
Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said the average lot size submitted by KLS 
is near .24 acres or about 10,700 square feet.  Similar lot sizes of .26 acres are developed in 
the Offenhauser Subdivision.  Councilman Stone added his only concern with this development 
is the flow of the lot sizes from one subdivision to another.  John Milton, Desert Mountain 
Surveying, said this proposed development is technically in violation of the density allowed by 
the master plan, but once the street right-of-ways are dedicated, it will be in compliance with the 
master plan.  City Attorney Maher reminded the Council that this issue comes up quite often and 
what is proposed in a development may or may not actually happen, and the proposed lot size 
could change.  Today the Council needs to only consider the rezone request.  City Manager 
West noted this was an unusual property with unique development challenges.  Parcel maps will 
be considered at the Humboldt County Planning Commission meeting scheduled for Thursday.  
The proposed development plan is probably the best use of this property.  Collector streets, 
double frontage lots, half-street use and traffic flow concerns on Stuart and Great Basin Streets 
will be discussed.  Mayor Putnam suggested that the Council look at the progress new 
developments bring to the community, but keep with the vision of the master plan, noting that 
the plan can be altered to allow for progress and development of an area.  Councilman Stone 
said he is not opposed to the rezone request, but did have concern if the master plan is not 
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followed as it is currently written.  Milton suggested that zoning criteria and determinations need 
to be reviewed.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve rezone application RW-11-03, based on 
staff findings and recommendations, changing R-1-12 (Single Family Residential-12,000 sf 
minimum lot size) to R-1-9 (single Family Residential-9,000 sf minimum lot size) zoning district 
on property located southerly of Whitaker Drive and easterly of the Great Basin and 
Offenhauser Drive intersection, APN 016-591-01, as requested by KLS Planning and Design for 
Michael Snow and Kimberly Snow.  Motion carried unanimously.  Ordinance Number 777. 
 
REQUEST FOR PARTIAL STREET ABANDONMENT / MILLER FAMILY TRUST-WARN 
 
John Milton, Desert Mountain Surveying, submitted the request for abandonment of a portion of 
Pershing Street on behalf of the Leland A. Miller Family Trust and Todd and Jolinda Warn.  
Mayor Putnam called for public comment.  None was given.  City Attorney Maher said on any 
street abandonment, the standard is to determine if the abandonment is materially detrimental 
to the public.  City Manager West said the master plan maps indicate the presence of utility lines 
in this street right-of-way and he recommended the reservation of standard utility easement(s) 
for all existing utility lines.  Milton verified there was a water valve and sewer manhole on the 
property.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve, based on staff findings that there is no material 
detriment to the public and subject to the reservation of easements for utilities, the street 
abandonment of a portion of Pershing Street lying between Blocks 12, 13, 14 and 15 of Boca 
Mill Addition No. 2 subdivision, also described as all of Pershing Street from East Fourth Street 
to the Union Pacific railroad right-of-way, adjacent to APNs 015-222-02, -04, -05, -06, -07 and 
015-223-06, as requested by Desert Mountain Surveying on behalf of the Leland A. Miller 
Family Trust and Todd and Jolinda Warn.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution number 
2011-27. 
 
DONATION OF BMW MOTORCYCLE TO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Police Chief Silva explained the history behind the BMW motorcycle purchased and repaired by 
the Winnemucca Police Officers Association (WPOA).  The Police Department currently has 
one motorcycle in the fleet.  Police Officer Chad Farstveet reviewed the upgrades made to the 
BMW motorcycle, noting there were three officers on the police force that are qualified to ride 
motorcycles.  In answer to Mayor Putnam’s concerns regarding costs for communications 
equipment, Farstveet said the police department recently received a $10,000 grant that will take 
care of communications upgrades for each of the two motorcycles.  Farstveet said the bike is a 
great tool that is used to keep traffic flowing smoothly and at proper speed.  Councilman Stone 
said people watch for motorcycles and are a positive for the community.  Mayor Putnam agreed 
the bikes are great for crowd control during events in the community.  Councilman Stone moved 
to accept a donation from the Winnemucca Police Officers Association of one (1) 2006 BMW 
motorcycle.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Putnam at 2:22 p.m. to allow for viewing of the 
motorcycle. 
 
The meeting was reconvened by Mayor Putnam as 2:30 p.m. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Eddy Davis advised that the Fiscal Year 2011 audit presentation will be placed on 
November 22 meeting agenda.  The annual audit management letter needs to be signed by the 
Mayor, Councilman Sheen, City Manager West, and City Clerk Davis. 
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City Manager West reported there will not be the usual amount of Christmas decorative lights 
this year due to the street light retrofit project.  A draft of the City’s personnel policy manual is 
under review and likely will be presented to the Council for consideration in January.  The 
proposed manual utilizes policies promulgated by the insurance pool, which are reviewed and 
revised to meet local needs.   
 
Councilman Cain provided an update on the proposed urban pond project.  The LEPC met last 
night.  A table top training session took place which focused on a scenario similar to that of the 
Churchill County Amtrak incident that occurred on Alternate US 95 earlier this year.  Issues with 
communications were revealed, but they are being addressed.  All agencies (Fire-Police-Sheriff-
Ambulance) will be involved.  Councilman Sheen added she was glad to see this is getting 
addressed and moving forward, and hopes that the group will follow through to completion. 
 
Councilman Sheen said Humboldt County Assessor Jeff Johnson approached Sheen and 
Councilman Brooks concerning establishing better electronic (computer) communication 
between the County and City offices in the area of electronic mapping.  Brooks added that the 
County Assessor has grant funding available to him that will assist with communication issues 
between the Building Department, the County Assessor’s office, and the City utility billing 
system. 
 
Councilman Billingsley asked about the findings concerning a recent sewer backup issue.  City 
Manager West said the backup occurred at a residential property and was caused due to the 
dumping of household grease down the drain.  Councilman Cain said similar problems exist in 
town, explaining that the County Jail utilizes an emulsion product which helps to control the 
problem.  Staff was directed to print a message on the utility bills that grease should not be 
poured down any drain.  West said the City sewer brochure addresses this very issue. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the NNRC will meet tonight.  Police Chief Silva spoke at the Chamber 
luncheon and did a very good job.  The Chief is working on improving the perception of the 
Police Department in the community.  Councilman Stone said he believes the morale in the 
department has improved.  Brooks said a citizen called her and expressed concern that the City 
looks dirtier than usual and noted there seems to be garbage everywhere.  Brooks questioned if 
there needs to be an increase in enforcement, and whether no littering signs should be posted.  
West said he noticed this problem as well.  Councilman Sheen said the City needed a littering 
ordinance.  West replied that it is an enforcement, as littering is already addressed by 
ordinance.  City employees are instructed to pick up garbage when they see it.  The schools 
need to assist in the enforcement of this problem, since a substantial part of the litter problem is 
caused by students who leave the schools during lunch hour.   
 
Mayor Putnam reported that she, City Manager West and Councilman Cain recently visited a 
Recology-operated landfill in Wheaton, California and found it to be clean and very functional.  A 
Yuba County Commissioner talked to the Nevada visitors to the site.  Yuba County monitors the 
landfill and stays actively involved with its operation.  Pictures of the landfill were reviewed and 
the landfill operations were discussed.  The Wheaton landfill is in close proximity to wetlands, an 
Air Force base and an irrigation canal.  The requirements were met to operate the landfill.  Cain 
said the proposed landfill for this area has stronger operational requirements, such as a double 
liner system.  Putnam noted that the business of garbage disposal and recycling is big business 
and those who are in this business have the equipment and technology to handle it.  The Mayor 
and West will attend the Museum board meeting next Monday and offer encouragement about 
the growth of the museum and how it is a vital part of the community through its promotion of 
education and tourism.  Councilman Sheen said the people in charge of the Museum have 
some good ideas and hopes the momentum continues.  West said the Public Works 
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Department could assist with any upgrades planned for the grounds around the Museum.  An 
update was received from Amtrak concerning the construction of the Amtrak station. The 
Winnemucca station is utilized more than the one in Elko on a population basis.  A community 
meeting is planned in February for the Future’s project.  There are only two Council meetings 
remaining for this year.  The golf pro’s contract is being reviewed by Putnam, the City Attorney 
and City Manager. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Lisa Campbell introduced Lynn Mahlberg, Interim President of Great Basin College.  Mahlberg 
said she would be visiting communities that the college serves.  She has visited with the local 
school district.  Mahlberg reported that budget cuts were made across the board rather than 
community-specific cuts.  Mayor Putnam said it was important to note that one reason 
Winnemucca excels is because there is a community college, and thanked the Great Basin 
representatives. 
 
Lewis Trout thanked the Council for working with the County Commission regarding the airport 
lease agreement policy, noting that their business backgrounds were helpful with this endeavor. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:42 p.m. until the next meeting on November 22, 
2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  November 22, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                                
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman    Cain                                                               
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


