
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

January 22, 2013 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, January 22, 2013 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Councilmen Michael Owens, Doug Cain, Ken 
Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Mayor Di An Putnam.  Staff present:  City 
Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Councilman Cain called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council January 8, 2013 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review.  Councilman Billingsley asked if the $2,500 check to 
the Lowry High School Drug Free Graduation Party was correct.  City Manager West replied 
that it was.  Councilman Tipton asked about the warrant to Brazos Technology Corporation for 
hand held ticket writers.  West explained the purchase was for a total of four (4) ticket 
writer/printers which are to be reimbursed by a Newmont Mining grant. Councilman Billingsley 
moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Billingsley moved to make a 
finding that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden 
on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST VW-12-19 / DECREASE SIDE YARD SETBACK / KRACAW 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, presented the request made by 
property owner Kent Kracaw for a decrease in the side yard setback on the south side of his 
property from ten (10) feet to zero (0) feet in order to add a more space to an existing garage.  
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Lawrence said if the property owner complies with all building code requirements, staff 
recommends approval.  Councilman Tipton moved to approve, based upon staff 
recommendation, variance VW-12-19 made by Kent Kracaw to allow for a decrease in the side 
yard setback on the south side of property located at 3335 Sherwood Drive from ten (10) feet to 
zero (0) feet.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2013-01. 
 
REQUEST FOR ENCROACHMENT PERMIT / WINNERS INN HOTEL & CASINO 
 
Brian Stone, Winners Inn Hotel & Casino, requested an encroachment permit in the alleyway 
between West Fourth Street and West Winnemucca Boulevard to allow for the addition of a new 
kitchen exhaust hood system and commercial trash compactor that will encroach into the alley 
alongside the hotel/casino building.  Stone added without this encroachment, there will be 
substantial costs if the exhaust system has to be re-engineered for placement on the roof.  
Councilman Billingsley noted the existing trash compactor will be pushed out an additional three 
(3) feet to accommodate the new air unit.  Councilman Tipton asked if this proposal will allow 
adequate room for fire truck and delivery truck accessibility. Councilman Cain and City Manager 
West both said there will not be an access problem if a 20-feet in width area is maintained for 
traffic.  West said he recalled an encroachment permit being approved many years ago for the 
hotel/casino planter box in this same alley, but did not recall a permit for the existing trash 
compactor, stairway or electrical transformer. West recommended approval of an encroachment 
permit for all of the existing and planned encroachments in the alley, and provided a rough 
sketch of the encroachments. He recommended that, if approved, a condition be added that the 
owner provide a detailed survey map of the entire alley showing the existing and planned 
encroachments. He also recommended a condition that the owner continue to provide a 
minimum traffic lane width of twenty feet (which requires utilization of a portion of the adjacent 
parking lot property). City Attorney Maher said conditions for approval can be outlined in the 
encroachment permit, and the permit can later be reviewed and modified or revoked if there is 
failure to comply with the conditions. Councilman Owens moved to approve the request for an 
encroachment permit made by Winners Inn Hotel & Casino (Brian Stone) to allow for 
encroachments into the alley way between West Fourth Street and West Winnemucca 
Boulevard for a new kitchen exhaust hood system, the existing planter box, the existing 
stairway, the existing commercial trash compactor and the existing electrical transformer, on the 
conditions that the owner provide a detailed survey map showing the actual locations of the 
encroachments, and that the owner continue to utilize the adjacent parking lot property to 
provide a minimum traffic lane width of twenty (20) feet.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / REVISION OF WINNEMUCCA MUNICIPAL CODE (WMC) 
CHAPTER 13.04.260 
 
City Attorney Maher said the Council action requested today is to introduce the ordinance and 
set it for public hearing at the next Council meeting.  Maher explained the ordinance 
revision/adoption process to the Council.  This particular revision will include new language 
allowing for reimbursement of sewer main extension costs to the City for a period of up to 
twenty (20) years.  Councilman Owens moved to introduce bill number 01-22-2013 and set it for 
public hearing on February 5, 2013 to consider revising Winnemucca Municipal Code (WMC) 
Chapter 13.04.260 to amend the time and conditions for collection of reimbursements of the 
initial costs for a private property owner financed extension of a city sewer main.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
////////// 

Kent
Not Approved



City Council Meeting Minutes 
January 22, 2013 
Page 3 of 6 
 
 

 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT PROPOSAL / GREAT BASIN DRIVE EXTENSION / NEW 
FRONTIER DEVELOPMENT 
 
City Attorney Maher said there was discussion at the last meeting about a proposal between the 
City and New Vision Development, LLC concerning the construction of an extension to Great 
Basin Drive.  Maher suggested a draft agreement be prepared and reviewed with the City 
Manager, and then brought to the City Council for consideration.  Councilman Brooks moved to 
direct staff to move forward with the developer-property owner cost-share agreement regarding 
the extension of Great Basin Drive.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reminded the Council about the training on ethics and open meeting law 
scheduled for Wednesday January 23 at 3:00 p.m. in the Courthouse meeting room.  Staff has 
experienced numerous emergency calls this past weekend and this week concerning frozen 
pipes and water meters.  Most of the problems are caused by private irrigation valves left active.  
An old water main on Pavilion Street broke and the Public Works crew diligently worked into the 
early morning hours making repairs.  This cast iron main was nearly seven (7) feet in depth and 
the leak was caused by a deteriorated pipe, not a freezing problem.  The water main on 
Bellevue also froze and staff is working to repair that as well.  The airport land acquisition 
project has now met the approval of the FAA and, hopefully, the funding will be received this 
year. The Airport perimeter fencing project should also be completed this year.  The City is 
researching the cost to purchase a heater tube (as suggested by Councilman Cain) that could 
be used to cover work areas while repairing water or sewer mains.   
 
Councilman Owens commented on the outstanding work performed by the City Public Works 
crew when repairing the recent water main breaks.  Owens visited the Winnemucca Police 
Department, and noted the efficient organization of the WPD and that the facility looked great.  
 
Councilman Tipton attended the recent HDA meeting.  Discussion included changing the scope 
of services the HDA offers to the community, such as inviting area businesses like Winnemucca 
Farms and area mines to discuss how the HDA can assist them with further expansion within 
their perspective industries. 
 
Councilman Billingsley attended the WCVA meeting and reported that numerous requests for 
funding were approved.  Most of the hotels/motels in the community have experienced an 
increase in room tax revenues during the last quarter of 2012.  Billingsley took the 1-1/2 mile 
hike up Water Canyon to the YURT structure and provided pictures to the Council.  It appears 
the structure is being utilized and a lot of people have signed the guest book. 
 
Councilman Brooks asked when the Museum Lane construction project will begin.  City 
Manager West said it will probably begin in early summer, depending upon the schedule of the 
contractor.  Brooks said a wine tasting event was scheduled for May 3 at the Museum and the 
coordinators want to make sure proper preparations are made if construction is taking place at 
the same time.  West said he will keep them informed of the construction schedule and it should 
be relatively easy to work around the construction. Brooks reported the NNRC will meet in 
February.  The Landfill Committee meeting is today at 3:00 p.m.  A breakfast was held with the 
Recology group.  Brooks will participate in a police ride-a-long next month. 
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Councilman Cain reported he attended the Airport board meeting.  The RTC will hold their 
meeting today.  The LEPC will meet on January 28 and it appears that Andy Murdock will be the 
new chairman. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
Councilman Cain adjourned the meeting at 2:36 p.m. until the next meeting on February 5, 
2013. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  February 5, 2013 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 

Kent
Not Approved


