
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
September 18, 2012 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council September 4, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented the Frontier Community Coalition Youth Award proclamation to Sunny 
Johnson.  Putnam encouraged support for the youth in the community.  Johnson said 36 
individual students will be receiving an award at their ceremony on September 22. 
 
Mayor Putnam proclaimed Saturday September 29, 2012 as National Public Lands Day. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Ryan Pritchett, Armstrong Consultants, said he wanted to say "thank you" for the good working 
relationship with the City.  Armstrong Consultants has participated in many projects at the 
airport over the years.  City Manager West said that Armstrong Consultants has done an 
excellent job on various airport projects. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
///////// 
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2012 FIRE SEASON BRIEFING / BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
 
Mike Fettic and Donovan Walker, Bureau of Land Management Fire Division, presented an 
update on the 2012 fire season.  Fettic said 89 fires burned over 300,000 acres in the 
Winnemucca fire district.  All man-caused fires were started accidentally and there were fewer 
fires started by lightning this season.  Some fires were very large due to weather conditions, 
terrain and resource availability.  The Holloway fire was the largest and will receive a majority of 
the habitat rehabilitation/seeding efforts.  The Hanson fire was also large.  Air tankers and 
helicopters were utilized.  As shown on the fire season map, the majority of the fires were 
around the McDermitt area and southern Oregon.  Personnel resources were strong and better 
efficiency was created by the consolidation of fire management between the Battle Mountain 
and Winnemucca fire districts.  Walker added the ground crews worked with phenomenal effort 
and did a tremendous job fighting the fires.  No injuries were reported; there was a good safety 
record this year.  The larger air tankers loaded primarily out of Boise, Idaho and flew in on 
missions of about 25 minutes, and some tankers loaded out of Battle Mountain.  Three hotshot 
crews were hosted this summer.  Fettic reported that acreage is planned for rehabilitation, but 
funding and seed availability is competitive throughout the region.  There are cost share 
arrangements in place to assist with the rehabilitation efforts.  A fair amount of sage grouse 
habitat was lost this year.  However, less than one percent (1%) of the general habitat was 
impacted.  Councilman Sheen expressed concern about the loss of grazing land for agriculture 
and ranching uses because the industry plays a major role in Humboldt County's economy.  
Councilman Cain added the fire crews did an excellent job this year and should be commended.  
Mayor Putnam thanked Walker and Fettic for their informative update. 
 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT BOARD APPOINTMENT / SMITH 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the letter of resignation from the Airport board submitted by Lewis 
Trout, citing increased job duties on the Humboldt County Planning Commission as the main 
reason for his decision.  Putnam said that Wayne Smith had submitted a letter requesting to 
serve the balance of Trout's term, which expires June 30, 2015.  Leon Franklin, Airport board 
member, stated he would be glad to have Smith onboard.  Councilman Stone moved to accept 
the resignation of Lewis Trout from the Airport board and expressed the Council's thanks and 
appreciation for all Trout’s hard work.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilman Sheen moved 
to accept the application submitted by Wayne Smith for appointment to the Airport board to fill 
Trout's remaining term until June 30, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Putnam then 
officially appointed Smith to the Airport board. 
 
CEMETERY RULES AND FEES 
 
The rules and policies were reviewed.  Mayor Putnam stated the policies and fees at the 
Cemetery had not been updated in a number of years. The proposed changes to the policies 
included the number of days notice required for burials, applicable City overtime fees, and 
employee coverage to handle weekend/holiday burials.  City Manager West said the proposals 
were in line with cemetery rates in the Battle Mountain, Elko, Lovelock and Fernley areas.  
Councilman Sheen asked if there was room in the City cemetery to construct a mausoleum to 
accommodate cremation burials, stating a mausoleum would extend the life of the cemetery.  
West agreed a mausoleum would be a long term answer to limited cemetery space and noted it 
is a priority project.  Councilman Cain suggested it could be constructed into the hill on the 
backside of the cemetery.  West noted that a hillside mausoleum building was once considered 
but there was little interest from the public at that time.  Putnam then reviewed the proposed fee 
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increases and the comparable rates from other areas.  The current City fees are significantly 
less than those provided for other cemeteries.  Councilman Cain moved to adopt the updated 
Cemetery rules and fees as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-
22. 
   
PROPOSED PROPERTY TRADE FOR MUSEUM LANE STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
 
City Attorney Maher provided a draft agreement between the City and Schade Development for 
the proposed property trade of approximately 4.2 acres for Museum Lane street improvements.  
The contract provides for a maximum expenditure by the City of $250,000 for street 
improvements in trade for the Schade property.  If the street improvement costs are below the 
$250,000 maximum, the City will spend the difference on landscaping.  Maher continued the 
agreement was written under the guidelines of a development agreement, noting that the City 
believes the property/improvement exchange will benefit the housing shortage in the 
community, the expansion of the Humboldt County Museum and the value of the adjacent City 
owned property.  City Manager West requested the Council delay action because he wants 
Schade to have the opportunity to review the agreement terms again.  The contract with Lumos 
and Associates for the preparation of the construction plans for the street extension has been 
signed and the design work is underway. The bidding on the street improvements will occur next 
spring.  Mayor Putnam directed postponement of this item until Schade Development has had 
the opportunity to review the agreement. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West passed around a conceptual drawing of the project which will dispose of 
effluent from the sewage treatment plant through a pipeline to new pivot irrigation systems 
located three miles to the west.  The NDEP will need to approve the concept; a property lease 
will need to be acquired from the BLM; and, the UPRR will have to grant a right-of-way for the 
pipeline.  This project proposal is a result of the federal Clean Water Act requirements, as the 
City will eventually be prohibited from using rapid infiltration basins due to their location adjacent 
to the Humboldt River.  The sewer fund balance for this project, and for a sewer plant upgrade, 
has been built up over time and there are adequate funds available.  Another option is to 
construct a mechanical sewage treatment plant for an estimated ten million dollars (at today’s 
cost).  The NDEP has given preliminary approval of the proposed pivot irrigation system 
concept.  The Senior Center is planning an expansion project and the City will be requesting 
CDBG grant funding on their behalf.  Lorrie Haaglund will be attending a NLC grant workshop in 
Elko and will prepare the grant application.  The public works manual is being updated.  The 
construction plans, with a detailed cost estimate, for the Highway 95-Winnemucca Blvd. 
intersection enhancement project will be ready in the next couple of weeks. A joint meeting will 
be held with Humboldt County and the WCVA to discuss funding.  The project should go out to 
bid in the spring along with the Water Canyon Road and Museum Lane projects. 
 
Councilman Stone reported that DaVita (providing dialysis services) will hold a grand opening 
on September 27 from 4 - 7 p.m.  The HDA will meet tomorrow.  The request made by Bill Sims 
for funding to attend an educational conference in Europe will be discussed at the meeting.  The 
Small Business Development Center has already given $2,500 toward the funding. 
 
Councilman Cain said the Airport board met last Monday.  The LEPC will meet next Monday.  
Flu shots are available at the Events Center next weekend.  There will be 1,000 flu shots 
available to the public. 
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Councilman Sheen said the Agriculture District No. 3 presented a request to WCVA (for funding) 
to construct an additional 50 camp sites at the Events Center.  The District does not want to 
compete with private RV parks.  Camp sites at the Events Center cost less, but do not provide 
amenities such as laundry facilities or swimming pools.  Currently, camp sites are only rented at 
the Events Center to participants of a sponsored event.  Councilman Cain said this is a great 
idea.  The Events Center receives inquiries on a daily basis for space rental.  Sheen attended a 
public lands council meeting for three days in early September, stating it was an eye-opener.  
Mayor Putnam said the public lands council involves 13 different states, various associations 
and a mixed collaboration of people.  Sheen said an ad was placed in the newspaper 
announcing an "open youth night" at the City's youth center, but it was her understanding 
nothing had been finalized about the building becoming a youth center.  Putnam suggested that 
perhaps the group was gathering support for the proposed youth center.  City Manager West 
added the “ball was in their court” to coordinate groups and scheduling. 
 
Councilman Billingsley will attend the Sierra RAC meeting in Winnemucca in the first part of 
October.  The public is invited on a field trip during that meeting.  More information will be 
provided at the next Council meeting. 
 
Councilman Brooks said she has received questions concerning the proposed Youth Center.  
Mayor Putnam said a number of youth organizations will be part of the Center, many of which 
are in association with Frontier Community Coalition.  A $2,500 donation was made to the City 
by a local mine for community center improvements.  The YURT project is under construction in 
Water Canyon.  The RESPECT group will hold the annual public lands clean-up day on 
September 29.  Brooks visited the Recology landfill site on Jungo Road. 
 
Mayor Putnam reported that Police Officer Jeff Casalez was honored at the Real Heroes 
banquet for helping to prevent a possible suicide.  A meeting was held to discuss the spay and 
neuter program.  Putnam and City Manager West attended the "Connect Nevada" NDOT 
meeting.  NDOT is attempting to solicit public input on Nevada highway connections into the 
future.  Nevada is centrally located for freight movements by rail and truck and is a key factor in 
freight movement.  Additionally, the development of a passing lane on Highway 95 was 
discussed.  In January-February 2013 NDOT will post the results of their statewide findings on 
their website connectnevada.org.  Americorp held an installation ceremony to install nine new 
members.  All installed members were local, except one.  The NLC conference will be held in 
Elko from October 4-6.  
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:35 p.m. until the next meeting on October 9, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED:  October 9, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 
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