
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JOINT CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

June 3, 2013 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission on Monday, June 3, 2013 at 11:15 a.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse 
meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  City Officials present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen 
Michael Owens, Doug Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Staff present:  
City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund.  County 
Officials present:  Commission Chairman Jim French, Commissioners Mike Bell, Garley Amos, 
Dan Cassinelli and Marlene Brissenden.  County Staff present:  County Administrator Bill Deist, 
County Clerk Tami Spero and District Attorney Mike Macdonald. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the City Council portion of the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There was no public or personal communications. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council reviewed the agenda items and the effect each item could potentially have on a 
“business” as the term is defined by statute.  Councilman Cain moved to make a finding that no 
item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business 
or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
ECONOMIC INPUT-OUTPUT MODEL UPDATE 
 
Thomas Harris, PhD, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, and Brad Schultz, Extension 
Educator University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, presented a proposal to update the 
Humboldt County 1992 Economic Input-Output Model at a fixed cost of $30,000.  Harris 
explained that the original model was done in the early 1980's and was last updated in 1992.  
The model links different economic sectors, such as how mining impacts land grazing.  With the 
expansion of mining, the models of the 80's and 90's are no longer adequate.  The models 
validate and verify information in order to derive the economic relationships of various industries 
in Humboldt County, which is necessary to bring new businesses and industries, not solely 
linked to mining or agriculture, to the area.  Harris cited Churchill County's building of a dry milk 
plant and how the study was used to show the correlation between the possible lack of food 
source (due to drought conditions) for the cows and the possible effect on the dry milk plant 
commodity price.  Mayor Putnam questioned if the model will be supplied in PDF format to allow 
the information to be used promote Winnemucca and Humboldt County.  Harris stated the 
model will be in Excel format and it could be used for promotion.  Putnam asked if the primary 
focus of the model is agriculture and mining.  Harris stated no, it includes retail and new 
manufacturing.  County Administrator Deist stated that after the 1999 fires the model was used 
to measure the economic impact of the fires, and it was a valuable tool.  Pat Gray, HDA 
member, said, for example, mining expansions or mining layoffs can be analyzed to see what 
impact such incidents have on the retail sectors.  Harris stated it will enable a look at the fiscal 
impact between blue collar and white collar jobs and how they are being affected.  It could 
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possibly be used as a "selling" tool for HDA to bring in diversity.  Councilman Owens questioned 
if the model has been adjusted since it was last updated in the early 1990's.  Harris said yes.  
Councilman Tipton asked if the model could be used to prepare a cost analysis of different 
impacts on mining, such as the sage grouse controversy.  Harris replied yes.  When asked 
about casinos and tourism, Harris stated they are a unique sector.  The model could also 
include local events and their impact.  Putnam asked if the model cost of $30,000 was inclusive 
of all the types of things that Harris explained.  Harris said it will be inclusive.  Commission 
Chairman French voiced concern that the governing boards have not had a chance to discuss 
what the model should become.  Harris said the first priority is to get the model up and then add 
different sectors.  Bill Sims, HDA Development Specialist, added the HDA will be looking to do 
that, and will be gathering data and recalibrating the model for Humboldt County.  As inputs are 
updated, local calibration will be performed.  Putnam said the model appears to be a tool for 
HDA to use.  Gray suggested that since all three entities will be using the model, HDA felt the 
cost could be split three ways.  Administrator Deist reminded that one role of HDA is to advise 
the County and the City, and that currently HDA has a large fund balance mostly as a result of 
the City and County economic development contributions through the years.  Putnam said the 
project is important to all, but it is an HDA function and HDA has adequate funds to pay for the 
entire project.  Putnam said the City and County can offer support to the University and HDA in 
updating the model.  Gray stated the primary goal at this meeting was to share the information 
on HDA goals and issues.  Councilman Cain made a motion to support the HDA proposal to 
update the model, and to not participate financially. Motion carried unanimously. The County 
unanimously adopted an identical motion. 
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 11:57 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  June 18, 2013   
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                            
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                              
ABSENT:  Councilmen                                              
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor       City Clerk  


