
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 4, 2013 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Mike Owens, Doug 
Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The May 21, 2013 minutes of the regular City Council meeting were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Councilmen Billingsley and 
Owens abstained from voting since they were absent from the May 21 meeting.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The May 7, 2013 minutes of the regular City Council meeting were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Councilman Tipton abstained 
from voting since he was absent from the May 7 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards.       
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Phil Jacka, representing the Vietnam Vets of America, asked if additional military banners, like 
those being displayed on the light poles on Haskell St., could be continued on the light poles on 
Fourth Street, Winnemucca Blvd., Melarkey Street and US 95.  Mayor Putnam stated that the 
City has budgeted for and will be placing poles at Veterans Park in order to display the military 
banners of the inactive and deceased veterans.  City Manager West said the City is working 
with Anita Paquette, with the VFW, on the project for Veterans Park and the County is also 
participating in the cost of the poles and brackets for the banners.  West said it is not advisable 
to retrofit existing carriage light poles because when holes are drilled into the poles, or straps 
are added, the new powder coating is damaged, creating rust problems.  Public Works 
Supervisor Sutton stated the planned banner project will hold approximately thirty (30) additional 
banners, which will accommodate the families who have been waiting to display banners.  
Councilman Cain noted there is substantial room around the perimeter of Veterans Park to 
accommodate future additional banner poles.  Putnam stated it is important to rotate the 
banners located on Haskell Street for those currently serving and to have a dedicated section to 
display those who have served in the past.  Councilman Brooks said she had received some 
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calls regarding a couple of banners currently being displayed involving individuals who have 
been discharged and did not complete their service commitment.  Putnam suggested contacting 
Anita Paquette on the issue.  Jacka stated it will be nice to be able to display and honor all who 
have served. 
    
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on the agenda appears to impose 
a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Cain moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
LIABILITY-WORKERS COMP INSURANCE RENEWAL / WELLS FARGO INSURANCE 
 
Doug Smith representing NPAIP/PACT and Stephen Romero representing Wells Fargo 
Insurances Services presented the fiscal year 2013-2014 policy renewal proposal for the liability 
insurance program and the workers compensation insurance program. The 2014 liability 
insurance premium of $149,617.46 reflects an increase of 3.6% which can be attributed to the 
City adding to its vehicle fleet and property improvements. The Fireman’s accident policy 
renewal rate for fiscal year 2014 of $5,563 reflects a slight decrease from last year’s premium 
and the Winnemucca Municipal Airport policy for fiscal year 2014 reflects an annual premium of 
$2,925, which is a decrease from last year’s premium ($3,325).  The Worker’s Compensation 
experience modifier for fiscal year 2014 is 0.90 compared to last year’s modifier factor of 0.91.  
Romero stated the City and their employees should be commended for working safely which is 
reflected by the worker’s compensation experience modifier.  Overall the rates increased 
throughout the PACT program by 3.4%, with the Heart and Lung Fund increasing by 10%.  
Smith explained that in 1999 the legislature expanded workers compensation coverage to allow 
coverage for heart and lung illnesses (claims) for police and firemen even after they retire. In 
order to fund this huge additional liability, it was required to increase the heart-lung fund rate 
over several years.  The POOL has been able to bank 8 to 10 million dollars, but it is not 
enough to fund the liability.  If some currently working fireman had a claim, the POOL could end 
up paying benefits for the next 30-40 years.  City Manager West asked if there is any other state 
that provides the presumptive benefit for police and fire employees for their entire lives.  Smith 
replied no. Romero said the City maintenance deductible remains constant at $1,000 which 
applies to any claim submitted.  Expansion of coverage added cyber liability. Councilman Cain 
moved to accept, based upon staff recommendation, the NPAIP fiscal year 2013-2014 renewal 
proposals and authorize payment from the fiscal year 2013-2014 budget.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
CITY FACILITIES USE-FEE WAIVER REQUEST / CODY LOUK SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT 
 
Dave and Becky Louk requested use of the sports complex and a fee waiver for a benefit 
softball tournament in memory of their son, Cody Louk.  All proceeds will go to the Cody Louk 
Wresting Scholarship fund within the Humboldt Foundation.  The tournament will be held 
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Saturday June 15 with games starting at 8 a.m. and continuing until 9 p.m.  Mayor Putnam 
stated the money raised goes to benefit the community.  Councilman Billingsley asked if there 
will be a conflict with the other tournament.  Louk stated they will only be using two fields on 
Saturday and they will not be there on Sunday; Louk will work with them to determine an 
acceptable game schedule.  City Manager West stated the other event coordinators know about 
this event and this scheduled event has first priority.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve the 
requested fee waiver for the event.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITY FACILITIES USE-FEE WAIVER REQUEST / GIRLS FASTPITCH TOURNAMENT 
 
City Manager West presented a request from Damon Kuskie, President WGFA, for waiving the 
field preparation fees for the Winnemucca Girls Fastpitch Association sponsored softball 
tournament to be held Father’s Day weekend, June 15 and June 16, 2013.  West said Kuskie is 
requesting permission to utilize the Parks Department manpower to prep the softball/baseball 
fields on Friday and Saturday which will be a one-time prep of the fields Friday afternoon and 
Saturday requiring a few hours of staff overtime.  The maintenance of the fields throughout the 
day is the responsibility of WGFA. Mayor Putnam said the tournaments bring people into the 
community and boost the economy. Public Works Supervisor Sutton said staff will empty the 
trash in the evenings. Councilman Owens moved to approve the request from the Winnemucca 
Girls Fastpitch to hold their tournament June 15 and 16 at the Sports Complex and to waive the 
fees.   Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CITY FACILITIES USE-FEE WAIVER REQUEST / LITTLE LEAGUE ALL-STAR 
TOURNAMENT 
 
JoAnn Casalez, representing Winnemucca Little League Baseball, requested use of the sports 
complex and a fee waiver for the 12U All-Stars tournament on the June 30–July 7 week.  
Casalez asked: (1) the City to provide the field prep each evening for the duration of the week 
and weekend; (2) that the infield “lip” be cut to allow balls to roll smoothly; (3) that the lights be 
checked and placed in good working order prior to the tournament; and, (4) if the City could 
provide backup lights in the event the other lights quit working or provide a contact person to 
call if a problem arises.  Public Works Supervisor Sutton stated the City has no backup lights.  
Councilman Billingsley suggested having someone available to get the lights back on quickly.  
West said that may require an electrician, and he will check with CR Drake to determine if they 
are available.  Casalez said the tournament brings in nine tournament teams and their families 
and it not only boosts Winnemucca’s economy but it showcases the town.  Casalez also asked 
if the concession building behind the backstop on the major league field could be painted 
another color other than white because the kids are losing the pop-up balls in the white.  Sutton 
said it will be re-painted.  Councilman Brooks asked if they are aware Silver State Rodeo will be 
held in Winnemucca during the same time.  Casalez said they advised the participating teams 
and families to get their reservations early.  HGH donated EMS stand-by time and they are 
providing hydration stations during the tournament. HGH also donated $2,500, $1,500 was 
donated by the County and $1,000 was received from the WCVA, all to cover the financial costs 
of the tournament.  She thanked the Council and the City for their continued support.  
Councilman Billingsley moved to approve the request as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  West said the City appreciated the effort the little league organization had put 
forth with the money they raised and in getting donations to purchase a new score board at a 
cost of $22,000.   
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PAVING REQUIREMENTS EXEMPTION-VARIANCE REQUEST / RV PARK AND HOUSING 
SITE / NEW FRONTIER DEVELOPMENT / MEANS 
 
Alan Means, New Frontier Development, asked for a determination on whether the New Frontier 
RV Park and temporary housing projects qualify for an exemption from the paving requirements 
pursuant to WMC 17.22.025.  Means believes the projects qualify for the exemption.  Means 
said he is trying to limit costs, noting they have contributed $50,000 to the Haskell Street pump 
station; they are spending another $300,000-$350,000 toward the off-site sewer line on E. 
Winnemucca Blvd.-Haskell Street; and, they are providing another $350,000 on the Great Basin 
Avenue extension.  The total project acreage is approximately 26 acres between the man camp 
and the RV park, with about 10 acres for the man camp and about 16 acres for the RV park.  
Means said they plan to use a type II aggregate road base and then treat it with a dust palliative.  
The spaces are already based and they plan to use drain rock in between the spaces, which will 
help with both mud and dust control.  Councilman Billingsley asked if all the spaces will 
eventually become RV spaces.  Means stated no.  They plan on converting the man camp to a 
different use in the future, perhaps mini storage, or boat and RV storage which seem to be 
compatible with the RV use.  Means said there are two existing RV parks on that end of town; 
one has asphalt and the other one does not.  City Attorney Maher stated it is his opinion the 
project uses fit within the types of uses the City intended to be exempted.  Means stated the 
main access street serving both facilities is paved and has curbs and gutters.  Councilman Cain 
moved to determine that the proposed man camp and RV Park uses are included within the 
“similar uses” criteria under WMC 17.22.025, and are exempt from the paving requirements.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
2013 CHIP SEAL PROJECT 
 
Mayor Putnam stated the City has two viable options: (1) reject all bids and bid the project 
again, which will delay the project for a month, or (2) to determine that the Intermountain bid is 
the lowest responsive and responsible bid and waive any irregularity or informality in the bid 
submittal in regard to principals signing the submittal, and award the bid to Intermountain.  City 
Attorney Maher provided an update on the protests submitted by the two low bidders.  The first 
objection was by Intermountain that Valley failed to list themselves in their bid documents as a 
contractor performing first tier subcontractor work in accordance with NRS 338.141, which in 
Maher’s opinion has no merit.  The second objection by Intermountain was that Valley failed to 
include with their bid an affidavit required by NRS 338.1389 indicating compliance with the 
requirements of NRS 338.0117, which in Maher’s opinion is a valid objection which eliminates 
Valley from consideration and the low bidder then becomes Intermountain. The objection by 
Valley was that Intermountain failed to have all the principals of the company sign the bid 
proposal which Valley alleges is required by the bid specifications, which in Maher's opinion is 
without merit.  Councilman Cain moved to follow the City Attorney advice and award the bid to 
the lowest responsive bidder, Intermountain Slurry Seal, in the amount of $678,723.30.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  Councilman Brooks asked if both companies have a good reputation for 
their work product and West stated they do.    
 
UPDATED EMPLOYEE JOB DESCRIPTIONS 
 
City Manager West stated that at the April 9 meeting, the Council approved an updated FY 
2012-13 salary and position table, which created leadman positions and separated the City 
Clerk and City Treasurer positions, which requires an update of the job descriptions.  Some 
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other positions were modified slightly to bring them up to date.  West said staff recommends 
adopting the updated job descriptions as presented.  Councilman Owens moved to approve the 
new job descriptions as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
FISCAL YEAR 2013-14 POSITION AND SALARY RANGE TABLE 
 
Mayor Putnam stated the 2013-14 salary range table reflects the 2.5% COLA raise negotiated 
with both employee associations and approved at the April 9 Council meeting.  The top of the 
range has always reflected the increases, but the bottom of the range has not reflected 
increases.  With the difficulties the City has encountered over the past few years in maintaining 
employees, the Mayor and City Manager felt it was appropriate to reflect the 2.5% increase in 
the bottom numbers this year.  West stated that salary ranges are established by job function, 
not service time.  West said this year’s salary range table is much improved over previous 
years.  Councilman Brooks questioned if the Cemetery I position and the Cemetery-Building 
Maintenance Leadman are in the same level. Putnam stated the Cemetery-Building 
Maintenance Leadman position entails much more than just cemetery duties.  Councilman 
Tipton moved to approve the new salary range table as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported that he has received the final Carollo Engineering Agreement, and 
it has been signed by the Mayor but is subject to the City Attorney’s final review.  The 
preliminary design documents for the sewer interceptor on East Winnemucca Boulevard were 
received.  Former City Clerk Eddy Davis completed the final budget with its revisions and it has 
been submitted to the State.  West will be completing the final budget summaries and will 
distribute them soon.  The City of Elko did a K-9 presentation to the Police Department today.  
They are offering a trained six year old police dog to the City at a substantial savings.  The 
Water Canyon Road reconstruction project is out to bid. The skate park as well as the Family 
and Youth Center were recently tagged with graffiti.   
 
Councilman Billingsley commended the Mayor on the handling of the HDA funding request 
presented at the joint meeting.  The WCVA is currently researching the price of a large new 
reader board at the Events Complex.   
 
Mayor Putnam reported she had received some comments on the poor appearance of the Fair 
Grounds during the Mule Races.  There were a lot of weeds and it’s just not kept up very well.  
Putnam is proposing to order a rock sign for Pioneer Park.  The price of the engraved 4’ x 6’ 
rock is approximately $5,000 which includes installation.  Putnam reported they are in the 
process of putting together a golf advisory committee that will include the City Manager, the 
Public Works Supervisor, the golf pro and representatives from the men’s and women’s golf 
clubs.  Putnam said the cemetery looked beautiful for the Memorial Day services.  Putnam 
complimented Chief Silva on the great job the Police Department did during the Run-A-Mucca 
event.  The Family Youth Teen Center grand opening is scheduled for June 15 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE:   
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
////////// 
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The meeting was adjourned at 4:02 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: June 18, 2013 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                                        
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                              
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor       City Clerk 


