
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 22, 2014 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Pro Tem Doug Cain, Councilmen Mike Owens, 
Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Mayor Di An Putnam.  Staff present:  
City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Cain called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The minutes of the April 8 2014 City Council regular meeting were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
           
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Owens moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Cain presented a 25-year employee service award to Parks Maintenance 
Worker Mike Godinez.  City Manager West said Godinez has always been an outstanding 
employee and the City is very fortunate to have him.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Cain issued a proclamation on the RSVP Home Companion Transportation 
Program to Susan Hass, RSVP Executive Director.        
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Lewis Trout, a coordinator of the March 9, 2014 Shooting the West Airport open house, thanked 
Chief Silva for the police department participation and support.  Trout also commented 
regarding the parking at the hospital.  
 
Sheriff Kilgore thanked the City Police Department for their assistance on a recent dangerous 
domestic violence call.  Kilgore said the incident would have not been resolved as quickly 
without the assistance of the police department.         
 
DISSCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Tipton moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
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VARIANCE REQUEST / VW-14-05 / REDUCE SIDE YARD SETBACK / ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH   
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said Stephen Quilici, Creative 
Construction and Landscaping, LLC, as agent for Zion Lutheran Church, requested a decrease 
of the side yard setback from 10 feet to 5 feet for an addition to the existing building on property 
located at 3175 N. Highland Drive, Assessor’s Parcel No. 3638-28-154-002 (formerly APN 016-
392-04).  Lawrence stated one comment was received from a resident living north of the parcel 
who expressed concern with the possible use of a dirt road on the parcel during construction.  
Lawrence said the road use was not a concern of staff because the project wasn’t that big and 
use of the dirt road will be minimal at most.  Staff recommended approval.  Councilman Owens 
moved to approve the variance request based upon staff findings and recommendations.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
VARIANCE REQUEST / VW-14-06 / INCREASE FRONT FENCE HEIGHT / PHILLIPS 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said Jeffrey and Samara Phillips 
requested increase of the fence height In the front yard from 3 feet to 4 feet for property located 
at 610 W. National Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel No. 3638-19-327-014 (formerly APN 015-093-
03).  Lawrence noted the property is not a corner lot and a higher fence will not interfere with 
traffic visibility.  No comments were received and staff recommended approval.  Councilman 
Brooks moved to approve the variance request based upon staff findings and 
recommendations.  Motion carried unanimously.     
 
VARIANCE REQUEST / VW-14-07 / DECREASE FRONT YARD SETBACK / LOZANO  
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said Hermesto Lozano wants to 
decrease the front setback in a mobile home park space from 15 feet to 5 feet in order to allow 
the placement of a 66’ single-wide mobile home on property located at 702 W. McArthur, space 
30, Assessor’s Parcel No. 33638-29-456-001 (formerly APN 016-191-10).  No comments were 
received and staff recommended approval.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve the variance 
request based upon staff findings and recommendations.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Lawrence introduced Nikki Linn, who was recently hired to fill a Planning Department vacancy. 
 
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / BUCKAROO DUTCH OVEN COOK-OFF  
 
Andy Hart, Nevada Outdoor School Executive Director, requested closure of the southbound 
lane of Bridge Street adjacent to the River Park for the 6th Annual Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook-
off from 6:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. on August 23, 2014.  Hart said the traffic usage has been light 
most years. The event has grown every year with last year’s attendance being 150-200 people 
with 19 cooks participating.  The extra space is needed for additional cooks.  This event is a 
qualifier for the International Dutch Oven Society World Championship held in Sandy, Utah.  
Councilman Tipton asked if they planned on roping off the closed lane.  Hart replied they will 
use traffic cones in order to set up 10’ x 10’ spaces for the cooks and a rope barricade will be 
used for safety purposes.  The public will access the cook sites using the adjacent sidewalk.  
Mayor Pro Tem Cain asked if the Outdoor School will have help with traffic control; Hart replied 
yes.  The public parking will be located under the highway bridge and further up Bridge Street.  
City Manager West said the request is reasonable as long as enough lane width is maintained 
for the Union Pacific traffic and emergency vehicles, and a 15 feet wide lane will accommodate 
emergency and other vehicles passing through the area. Councilman Billingsley suggested 

Kent
Not Approved



City Council Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2014 
Page 3 of 5 
 
 

 

maybe the time has come to move the event to a larger venue.  Hart said they have thought 
about it, but the public likes it at the river park, and they have been unable to come up with a 
better location. Councilman Billingsley moved to approve the closure request on the conditions 
that a 15 feet wide travel lane be maintained in the northbound lane and the event organizers 
provide traffic control.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
REQUEST FOR DOWNTOWN ART FESTIVAL EVENTS AND SUMMER STREET DANCE                
 
Jacy Jackson, Vice President of the Downtown Business Association (DBA), requested closure 
of the 300 block of Bridge Street from Winnemucca Blvd. to Fourth Street on the first Saturday 
of each month from June through September in order to hold art festivals.  The DBA also 
requested the same Bridge Street closure on July 12 from 8 p.m. until midnight to hold a street 
dance with live music and food vendors. The DBA wants to offer events different than the 
events sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce.  Jackson said downtown businesses are 
excited to bring more people to the downtown area.  City Manager West said the City will 
provide traffic candles for the events.  Police Chief Silva will review scheduling for additional 
police officers for the events, which will result in some overtime cost.  Councilman Owens asked 
if the DBA will be working with the business owners in order to provide room for the artists.  
Jackson said they will be talking to the businesses.  Mayor Pro Tem Cain and Councilman 
Owens suggested Jackson look at the Convention Center and Chamber of Commerce event 
calendars in order to make sure there are not scheduling conflicts with the dates proposed for 
the activities. Jackson stated the DBA also wants to help out with downtown beautification, and 
they are willing to buy benches or awnings.  West said the City has past experiences with 
benches in the downtown area that were not positive.  The City has budgeted for downtown 
area improvements, but they do not want to install something that will be vandalized.  The idea 
of hanging planters has been discussed.  If hanging planters are used, the City may need help 
with caring for them, which may be something the DBA could help with.  Jackson suggested 
contacting the high school about possibly growing the flowers/plants which the City could 
purchase for the hanging planters. Councilman Billingsley suggested Jackson research different 
possibilities and bring something back to the City.  Jackson agreed to research options and 
report back.  Councilman Billingsley moved to allow the closure of the 300 block of Bridge Street 
for a monthly art festival on the first Saturday of each month from June through September and 
for the proposed July 12 street dance, subject to confirming no conflicts with other events on 
community calendars.  Motion carried unanimously.      
 
RSVP SENIOR SERVICE PROGRAM PRESENTATION 
 
Susan Haas, Executive Director of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), stated RSVP 
has been serving seniors in Nevada for more than 40 years with volunteer programs which help 
seniors to remain independent and in their own homes for as long as possible.  In 2013, RSVP 
was able to help 435 low income seniors in Winnemucca who were at risk in having to move 
into assisted living but were able to remain in their own homes where they are healthiest and 
happiest.  Volunteers are able to provide lifesaving services in Winnemucca at a fraction of the 
cost of institutionalized care.  Living at home with dignity is the best possible solution that saves 
millions of dollars of unnecessary institutionalization costs.  Keeping seniors at home is the right 
thing to do and honors the elderly who have given so much to our communities and nation.  
Haas asked the City to consider providing financial assistance to support seniors in 
Winnemucca with the RSVP programs which will help to leverage the program’s limited 
resources.  Councilman Billingsley asked about the sources of their funding.  Haas stated they 
receive monies from federal, state, and county sources, mines, foundations, private donations 
and fund raisers.  Mayor Pro Tem Cain stated this is something Winnemucca definitely needs, 
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especially the transportation.  Cain noted the City has not finalized the budget and will have the 
opportunity for discussion about the request for funding.   
 
USED DUMP TRUCK / BID AUTHORIZATION 
 
City Manager West said the tentative budget for next year included $45,000 for the purchase of 
a used dump truck.  Staff recently became aware that a local equipment company has listed 
one of its rental dump trucks for sale that will satisfy the City needs. West requested approval to 
go to bid this year instead of next year for the purchase of a used dump truck.  Councilman 
Owens moved to authorize staff to solicit bids for a used dump truck this fiscal year.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
2014 CHIP SEAL PROJECT / BID AWARD  
 
City Manager West said three bids were received for the 2014 Chip Seal project. The engineer's 
estimate for the City portion of the project was $648,262. Intermountain Slurry Seal, the 
apparent low bidder, bid $630,030.  The project is a combined project with the county and the 
low bidder base bid amount is $986,575.  The project will be paid by RTC gas tax money.  Staff 
recommends award of the 2014 Chip Seal project to the low bidder, Intermountain Slurry Seal, 
subject to the County awarding their part of the work ($356,545). Councilman Billingsley moved 
to award the 2014 Chip Seal project bid to Intermountain Slurry Seal, the low bidder, in the sum 
of $630,030.02 (total project $986,575.28) per staff recommendation, subject to the County 
award of their portion of the project.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WORK CARD DENIAL APPEAL 
 
City Manager West reported the appellant moved from the Winnemucca area and withdrew the 
appeal of the denial to issue a brothel work card.  No action was taken.    
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West furnished a copy of a proposal which will be presented to the Hospital 
District Board tonight to explain the City position on the proposal to purchase part of Vesco 
Park.  A City Council meeting agenda for the Hospital Board meeting was posted so that any or 
all of the City Council members may attend.  Mayor Putnam and West have been working on 
the quotes for health insurance renewals; the rate quotes are positive and it now looks like the 
City will be staying with Anthem.  The negotiation meetings between the City and the regular 
employees and the police association are making headway and should be completed next 
week.  The Senior Center expansion project bids were higher than the architect estimate.  
Members of the Senior Center Board, Peter Dube (project architect), City Manager West, and 
City Attorney Maher will have a teleconference tomorrow with CDBG to see if CDBG funds can 
be used to purchase the kitchen equipment to separate the equipment purchase from the 
construction work, which may be financed with private funds.  West also gave updates as 
follows:  1) Sewer interceptor project – Hunewill Construction has completed the valley gutters 
and paving on Second Street and everything on Baud Street with the exception of the Fourth 
Street intersection (which requires the construction of another valley gutter); 2) Fire station 
project – the concrete floors are currently being installed and the construction of the block walls 
will follow in the near future;  3) Animal control shelter – the construction bid documents should 
be completed very soon; 4)  Recreation complex - Boys and Girls Club project – the Community 
Improvement Committee met again on April 16 and is moving forward with a feasibility study for 
their selection project option, and once the feasibility study is complete, a public forum is 
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planned to unveil the proposed project and to begin a fund drive; 5) Downtown intersection 
project – a contract in the amount of $549,900 was let to Hunewill Construction on March 27 to 
complete the construction work on the project, with the City portion of the costs coming from 
RTC funds; and, 6) Airport land acquisition – the airport land purchases (eight parcels) from the 
Leialoha family were successfully completed and the City will apply for reimbursement from the 
FAA.   
 
Councilman Owens and Councilman Brooks attended a Landfill Committee meeting at which 
the landfill fee structure was discussed.   
 
Councilman Tipton attended the Sonoma Paradise Valley Conservation meeting.   
 
Councilman Billingsley attended the Nevada Muley dinner, and the Cody Louk Dream Keeper 
Foundation provided a hunt for a disabled youth under the age of 18 to a girl from Battle 
Mountain who suffers from cerebral palsy. A rifle was also auctioned off at the event and it was 
donated back four times and raised over $25,000 dollars.  Billingsley commented on the 
generosity of the community and said he was proud to be part of it.   
 
Councilman Brooks received complaints about a motor home, boat and trailer being parked on 
City streets and blocking a stop sign.  Police Chief Silva said he will look into the matter.   
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION-CORRESPONDENCE: 
   
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:26 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: May 6, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                      _                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                            
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                  
                       
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Doug Cain                 Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor Pro Tem     City Clerk 
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