
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
SPECIAL MEETING 

JUNE 24, 2014 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in special session on Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Doug Cain, Ken 
Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Absent: Councilman Mike Owens. Staff present:  City 
Manager Steve West and Public Works Supervisor Roger Sutton. Also in attendance: Chris 
Machado and Lisa Freestone with Carollo Engineers, and Paul Miller. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   
          
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There was no public or personal communication or correspondence.   
 
DISSCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect this item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that this agenda item does not appear to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or does not appear to directly 
restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Cain moved to make a 
finding that the item on the agenda does not appear to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SEWER FACILITIES PLANNING / SELECTION OF PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
 
Chris Machado, Carollo Engineers, presented an update on the City sewer facility planning 
process, which he has been working on with City Staff for slightly over one year. The City 
expiring NDEP discharge permit requires that steps be taken to eliminate the use of the existing 
rapid infiltration basins (RIBs). Machado explained the initial proposal was to continue to use the 
existing sewage treatment plant and to add an effluent disposal pipeline and an irrigation pivot 
system.  The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) consistently suggested 
throughout the process that the City more seriously consider replacing the lagoon treatment 
plant in order to avoid potential future nitrate issues.  NDEP was also concerned about the age 
of the existing plant, the fact that it is located in the Humboldt River flood plain, and the status of 
the treatment lagoon clay lining.  Machado gave a power point presentation which included 
exhibits displaying the two project alternatives, comparing their advantages and disadvantages, 
as well as their associated costs (both are over $24 million).  Machado also discussed the 
possibility of breaking the treatment plant alternative into two phases (at a total cost of about 
$29 million), and concluded by recommending the new treatment facility alternative. 
   
City Engineer West indicated that he has come to the conclusion over the past year the best 
long term solution involves replacing the sewage treatment plant and that it will be more cost 
effective to do it at one time.  West said he was surprised at how close the costs of the two 
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alternatives were; he expected a larger cost separation.  If the decision is to continue to use the 
existing lagoon treatment plant and move forward with the 100% re-use alternative, West is 
concerned that the NDEP may still require a new treatment plant in the near future.  The City 
cannot afford both projects.  West presented a very preliminary financial analysis of the sewer 
fund which indicates there is $7 million available cash and $18 million will have to be borrowed, 
which when amortized over a 20 year term at 3% interest will require nearly doubling of the 
present sewer use fee from $21/month to $40/month. West presented a sewer use rate 
comparison table indicating the average sewer use fee in northern rural Nevada is presently 
over $36/month.  
 
West reported that the environmental site assessment for the two sections of land on Jungo 
Road which is needed for the BLM recreation and public purposes lease application has been 
completed by Pezonella Associates. 
  
Mayor Putnam, Councilmen Cain and Tipton agreed that the City should pick the best long term 
alternative, even though the operation and maintenance costs will increase with a new 
treatment facility. It would be good to re-use all the effluent, but the large storage reservoir 
required for that system is cost prohibitive if a new plant is funded. 
 
Paul Miller expressed concern with the potential salt buildup in the soil if rapid infiltration ponds 
are used.  Miller believes the 100% re-use plan is the best overall solution, and that the large 
storage reservoir will provide better re-use control.  A discussion occurred regarding the benefits 
and drawbacks of the two alternatives.  Miller questioned why the NDEP would require the 
effluent storage reservoir be lined, but will allow rapid infiltration basins at the same location.  
West indicated that he will not recommend using RIBs if the City continues to use the existing 
lagoon treatment plant due to the potential nitrate build-up in the soil. 
  
Mayor Putnam recommended that the City proceed with the sewage treatment plant 
replacement option because it was the best long term solution for the City. The Council agreed 
with this approach and directed staff to proceed with setting up a meeting with the NDEP and, 
provided that they support the new approach, finalize the facilities plan for formal submittal to 
the NDEP.  
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION-CORRESPONDENCE: 
   
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
D. Stephen West 
City Manager 
 
////////// 
////////// 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED: July 15, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                                                                 
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman  Owens                                          
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                   
                       
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Doug Cain                 Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor Pro Tem     City Clerk 
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