
 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 18, 2010 
 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug 
Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The May 4, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DICUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a "business" as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REZONE REQUEST RW-10-4 / APN 15-331-15 / NEVADA RESTAURANT SERVICES 
 
This item was postponed at the request of the property owner and rescheduled to be presented 
at a future City Council meeting. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / HUMBOLDT COUNTY LIBRARY 
 
Councilman Stone moved to approve the request from the Humboldt County Library to close 
Baud Street from Fifth Street to the Winnemucca Rural firehouse for opening of the Summer 
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Reading Program on Friday June 11, 2010 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK / LAY STREET / WINNERS INN 
 
Cliff Ponsock, Assistant General Manager of Winners Inn & Casino, petitioned for an additional 
pedestrian crosswalk across Lay Street between Winnemucca Blvd. and Fourth Street from the 
handicap access ramp located between the main Winners building and the terrace section of 
the hotel building across the street to the La Villa Motel drive-through entrance.  Customers and 
employees working in laundry and maid services frequently cross between the La Villa Motel 
and the Winners buildings at this location.  Ponsock said because of the excessive amount of 
traffic on Lay Street, a second crosswalk is necessary for the safety of employees and patrons.  
Mayor Putnam referred to the meeting minutes of the last crosswalk request made by Winners.  
The Police Chief and City Manager both reviewed the current request and agree this is a unique 
situation and are not opposed to granting the request for a second crosswalk.  Ponsock also 
noted that laundry carts are regularly taken back and forth between Winners and La Villa, and 
the crosswalk at the intersection of Fourth and Lay poses some difficulty for the employees to 
push the loaded laundry carts because of the curb height at the street.  Councilman Brooks 
suggested that having four crosswalks serving a one block area doesn’t make things any safer, 
and it is more confusing to drivers.  Councilman Cain noted that eventually there is the 
possibility of closing that portion of Lay Street, but the fire apparatus access issues must be 
considered.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve an additional pedestrian crosswalk crossing 
Lay Street between Winnemucca Blvd. and Fourth Street from the handicap access ramp 
located between the main Winners building and the terrace section of the Winners hotel building 
to the La Villa Motel drive-through entrance on the condition that the Winners Inn & Casino pay 
the costs associated with providing the crosswalk.  Motion carried with Councilmen Stone, Cain, 
Sheen and Billingsley voting aye and Councilman Brooks voting nay.  Resolution Number 2010-
15. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / HUMBOLDT COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 
Debbie Stone of the Humboldt County Chamber of Commerce requested closure of a portion of 
Bridge Street to accommodate the Winnemucca Kruise Night event on the second Thursday of 
June, July and August of this year.  Mayor Putnam noted that this will be the third year for this 
event.  Stone said Dave Bengochea of the Flying A Garage contacted the Chamber and asked 
the Chamber to stage the event this year.  Bengochea will continue to coordinate the event 
through the Chamber.  Street vendors will also participate in the event.  Putnam said this is a 
nice event for both locals and visitors to the downtown.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the 
closure of Bridge Street from Fourth Street to Winnemucca Blvd. and from Winnemucca Blvd. to 
First Street for Winnemucca Kruise Nights on Thursday June 10, Thursday July 8 and Thursday 
August 12, 2010 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., as requested by Humboldt County Chamber of 
Commerce, with the City to sponsor the event.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING / FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 TENTATIVE BUDGET / FINAL BUDGET 
APPROVAL 
 
City Manager West said the Council had two functions to accomplish at the budget hearing, that 
is, review the tentative budget and make any proposed changes, and adopt the final budget.  
Mayor Putnam called for public comment.  None was given.  West and City Clerk Davis 
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reviewed minor changes made to the current year ending June 30, 2010 projections and to the 
proposed final budget for the period ending June 30, 2011.  West explained the General Fund 
deficit for fiscal year 2011.  Expenses are projected to exceed revenues by an estimated 
$355,739.  The tentative fiscal year 2011 Capital Improvement fund budget reflects a reduction 
in the street reserve to meet expenditures for the police station project ($650,000), resulting in a 
substantial decrease in the ending fund balance for the Capital Improvement fund.  Staff 
recommends reallocating $500,000 of interest earnings associated with the Nixon Hall portion of 
the Capital Improvement fund to be used for the police station project, as well as transferring 
$360,000 from the Capital Projects fund (#005) to the Capital Improvement fund for the same 
purpose.  Staff pointed out that this action will result in reallocating less of the street reserve 
funds for the police station project and will increase the ending balance of the Capital 
Improvement fund by $360,000.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the reallocation of 
$500,000 in interest earnings from the Nixon Hall portion of the Capital Improvement fund to the 
street projects and police department safety projects, and the transfer of $360,000 from the 
Capital Projects fund (#005) to the Capital Improvement fund (#004) for the police station 
project.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
West reviewed the Debt Service fund, the Employee Vacation and Sick Leave Accrual fund, the 
Unemployment Reserve fund, the Retiree Health Insurance Subsidy fund, and the Sewer and 
Water proprietary funds.  The proposed budget also reflects a $585 per month, per employee 
contribution for each employee’s health insurance benefit.  The City has tentative agreements 
with each of the three employee associations on the proposed insurance contribution rate, and 
a tentative commitment from the Council is needed because the employees will have to make 
insurance option selections by the end of this week.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the 
staff recommended changes and to adopt the final Fiscal Year 2010-2011 budget for the period 
ending June 30, 2011.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTION 2010-12 MODIFICATION / FY 2010-2011 RTC PROJECTS PRIORITIES 
 
City Manager West said he recently learned that the cost of chip sealing has increased 
substantially from last year’s cost of $1.67/square yard to about $2.25/square yard, which will 
impact the proposed 2010 and 2011 chip seal projects and affect the availability of RTC project 
funds.  Staff is recommending a delay of the planned reconstruction projects until more funding 
becomes available in the future, and modification to the RTC Priority Projects Resolution 
Number 2010-12 as follows:  $52,000 on the Jay’s Road (Airport-west end) reconstruction 
project (with a proposed 50% shared cost with Humboldt County); $465,000 for the 2010 Chip 
Seal project; and, $70,000 for the 2010 Cape Seal project (match).  Other priority projects 
include $170,000 for the Sage Heights street reconstruction; $235,000 for the upper Water 
Canyon Road reconstruction project (a portion only); $28,000 for the Winnemucca Blvd. to 
Fourth Street alley; and, $30,000 for the Bridge Street to Harmony Road alley.  Councilman 
Cain moved to approve the RTC projects modifications, as recommended by staff, and amend 
Resolution Number 2010-12 to reflect those changes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AGREEMENT RENEWAL / UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA BOARD OF REGENTS / HUMBOLDT 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Mayor Putnam said the draft Agreement (in the packet) is similar to prior agreements.  
Councilman Stone said there is a reduction in the costs due to the fact that an administrative 
assistant was hired through the VISTA program at a lower cost to the Humboldt Development 
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Authority (HDA).  The Agreement was approved by the District Attorney’s office.  City Attorney 
Maher said a change needs to be addressed under Article III of the Agreement regarding 
reimbursable expenses.  The language should state “…the University of Nevada (UNR) is to be 
reimbursed for all commitments expended up to the date of termination of this agreement….” 
(provided that termination takes place).  Stone explained the funding sources for the HDA 
program.  Councilman Stone moved to approve the University of Nevada, Reno-Humboldt 
County-City of Winnemucca Agreement to provide staff assistance to the HDA with the 
language modifications to Article III as suggested by the City Attorney, and to authorize Staff to 
sign the Agreement on behalf of the City.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis reported on the collection of Assessment District 16 and 17 delinquencies.  The 
fiscal year 2010 audit preparation meeting is scheduled later in the week.  Open enrollment for 
health benefits is scheduled for Thursday, May 20. 
 
City Manager West said a joint City-County meeting has been tentatively scheduled for June 14 
to address the annual cost share agreement.  A model of the proposed new carriage lights will 
be available next week for demonstration purposes.  A no cost proposal was received for weed 
removal services, utilizing goats, at the sewer treatment plant.  The State said grazing by goats 
is allowed at the plant.  Liability issues will be addressed with the City Attorney.  The chip seal 
project is going out to bid.  It is anticipated the stimulus energy projects will go to bid in the next 
few weeks. 
 
Councilman Stone reported the HDA met last week and discussed the UNR-County-City 
agreement renewal for HDA staffing.  The Winnemucca Futures project was also discussed.  
Stone noted the turning lanes from US 95-Melarkey Street onto Winnemucca Blvd. are still 
confusing for drivers.  Staff will review with NDOT. 
 
Councilman Cain said he participated in a Winnemucca Community Garden function and 
learned about organic pest control.  Cain attended the recent Airport board meeting. 
 
Councilman Sheen said the Elko area received equipment and parts associated with the natural 
gas pipeline project (Ruby Pipeline).  Sheen expressed her view on the importance of employee 
contract negotiations between management and staff without using a professional negotiator. 
 
Councilman Billingsley said there are a lot of functions to attend as a City Councilman.  He 
submitted his name to serve on the BLM Resource Advisory Committee. 
 
Councilman Brooks attended the NNRC meeting last week.  Brooks said more complaints were 
received about the sewer smell over the community.  West said the sewer plant aeration 
equipment is working, and there were odors coming from the potato factory during the past few 
weeks.  Brooks received a citizen suggestion that a crosswalk was needed at the bottom of the 
Hanson Street overpass near the Tire Factory and, if a crosswalk is not feasible, perhaps a 
flashing light is warranted.  West said NDOT is responsible for that section of Hanson Street.  
Brooks reported the NHP canine dog is here and working.  She was told the City and the School 
District had declined the use of the canine dog.  West said he will check into the validity of the 
report, and agreed the City should use the canine dog whenever possible. 
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Mayor Putnam attended a State-sponsored workshop on the open meeting law hosted by the 
Deputy Attorney General.  The workshop was confusing and lacked organization. Employee 
negotiations are ongoing.  An update from the architect on the progress of the police station 
design work was requested.  Putnam will attend a Net Proceeds Tax workshop on May 25 
sponsored by the Nevada Mining Association.  Sheen suggested that she remind them that the 
City is not a recipient of the Net Proceeds Tax.  A flyer was handed out summarizing the 
schedule for the Winnemucca Futures project.  A spreadsheet was handed out summarizing the 
health insurance benefit premiums. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 4:06 p.m. until the next scheduled meeting on June 8, 
2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: June 8, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                      
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen   ________               
ABSENT:  Councilmen                     
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST:   
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


