
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
  October 5, 2010 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The September 21, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam administered the official Oath of Office to Police Officer Daniel Shea. 
 
Mayor Putnam read a proclamation declaring the month of October 2010 as “Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month” in Winnemucca. 
  
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public, personal communication or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ELECTION / MAYOR PUTNAM AND COUNCILMAN CAIN DECLARED ELECTED 
 
City Attorney Maher presented proposed Resolution Number 2010-25 declaring that a single 
candidate, Di An Putnam, had filed for election to the office of Mayor and should be declared 
elected, and that a single candidate, Doug Cain, had filed for election to the office of City 
Council Seat 2 and should be declared elected.    The official swearing in to office will take place 
after the November 2 election and canvass of the vote.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve 
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and adopt the resolution declaring the election of Di An Putnam as Mayor and Doug Cain as 
City Councilman Seat 2 for new terms.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-
25. 
 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT / WINNEMUCCA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam distributed pictures of the surplus items that the Police Department has 
determined to be of no further use to the public and tagged for disposal through public auction.  
Police Chief Davidson described the items as a fluorescent sign and gas pump light (from the 
Flying A Garage – new police station facility) and a camper shell.  The gas pumps are basically 
post lamps, the camper shell is used, and the sale of the fluorescent sign should include the 
option for removal by the buyer.  City Attorney Maher asked how the items will be auctioned.  
Davidson said he felt the items should be sold through a local auction.  Councilman Billingsley 
said the nostalgic items could raise a good amount of money if auctioned off properly and 
suggested either E-Bay or Silver State Auctions (which is used by Hot August Nights).  Maher 
added the Council has the option to dispose of the items in any manner they may choose.  
Councilman Sheen moved to find, upon staff recommendation, that the equipment items are of 
no further use to the public and can be auctioned off in any manner that will yield the best return 
to the City.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS VEHICLES / PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam presented information about the pickup truck and trash truck to be considered for 
public auction.  Councilman Stone moved to find, per staff recommendation, that one (1) 1990 
1/2-ton Chevrolet pickup truck from the golf course and one (1) 1985 Ford trash truck from the 
Cemetery are no longer required for public use and to authorize staff to dispose of the vehicles 
by public auction.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROPOSAL FOR FUNDRAISERS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO SKATE PARK 
 
Shannon White, representing a group known as SK8Clean, presented concerns and ideas 
regarding the skate park located adjacent to Vesco City Park.  White said the main objective is 
to clean up the skate park and ultimately raise enough money to extend it so that there is ample 
room for the community to safely enjoy it.  The group wants the influence of drugs and violence 
removed from the skate park.  Those who are using the skate park for its intended purposes 
respect the park, but are getting a bad rap through association from those who abuse it.  
SK8Clean wants to gather enough funding to install surveillance cameras so that vandals can 
be caught on camera and, hopefully, face prosecution.  Many parents and businesses are 
behind the endeavor.  White also believes a little more patrol from the police department will 
limit the vandalism and drug abuse. Mayor Putnam said she had discussed the park with the 
police department and usually when they are called out on problems at the skate park, they find 
that those responsible have left the area.  The police do not have enough staff to have a 24/7 
presence.  White said she wanted the Council to understand this was a legitimate cause with 
serious participants, and fundraising efforts to improve the park have already begun.  
Councilman Billingsley applauded SK8Clean’s efforts and agreed that everyone wants the 
wrongful activity at the park to end.  Councilman Sheen said she was excited to see White’s 
commitment to the project and believes the cameras are a good idea.  Councilman Brooks 
asked that the Council be kept informed about their progress with fundraising.  In answer to 
Councilman Stone’s question about surveillance cameras, City Manager West said they are 
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likely cost prohibitive at this time.  City Attorney Maher added the cost to purchase and install 
cameras at the fairgrounds was about $15,000.  Mayor Putnam directed staff to work with White 
and SK8Clean to help accomplish their goals for the skate park as outlined today. 
 
REVISIONS TO MANUFACTURED HOME SITING STANDARDS / REQUIREMENTS FOR 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES PLACED IN MOBILE HOME PARKS 
 
Mayor Putnam explained that the municipal code guidelines associated with the setup of 
recreational vehicles (RVs) in mobile home parks have not been enforced recently because of 
difficulties encountered with determining compliance.  Those affected by the guidelines were 
invited to discuss how the City and park owners working together can comply with the 
requirements.  Building Inspector Sherrie Chaplin recapped the differences between regulations 
for RV parks and mobile home parks.  RV parks are regulated by the State health department 
because they generally provide shower, toilet and laundry facilities, while mobile home parks 
are not regulated in this manner.  Chaplin said she has received complaints from mobile home 
owners because they have observed that an RV is set up on a space next to their mobile home 
without complying with mobile home park standards (skirting, rigid sewer line connections and 
an anchor system). Putnam added that the Ruby Pipeline Project has created an influx of 
people living in RVs and the problem has become more pronounced.  Councilman Cain noted 
some people have purchased lots in mobile home subdivisions and have permanently set up 
their mobile homes on the lots.  Complaints by these individuals indicate concern that their 
neighborhoods are or will decline in value because of the placement of RVs next door. 
 
Audience members voiced confusion about the RV setup regulations.  Items discussed were the 
suspension of all inspections, which standards applied to whom and how they affect the 
residents of mobile home parks, a prior change to the definition between an RV park and that of 
a mobile home park, and the use of tie downs to secure RVs.  Humboldt County Building 
Inspector Bobby Thomas said all RVs are tied down in basically the same fashion as a mobile 
home, but the tie down is not permanent like a manufactured home system, it is only a 
mechanism that will securely support the RV so that it will not roll over in high winds.  RVs 
parking in designated RV parks are not required to use tie downs because they are usually set 
up on a temporary basis.  If an RV is set up in a mobile home park, tie downs are required, and 
an 18 inch auger is usually placed into the ground to secure the tie downs.  Motor driven RVs do 
not have to be secured to the ground regardless of where they park.  Putnam and City Attorney 
Maher reminded about the distinctions between the standards applicable to an RV for setup in 
an RV park versus a mobile home park.  Zoning determines whether a park is designated as RV 
or mobile home.  Councilman Billingsley said the concern is with RVs in mobile home parks.   
 
David Selesnick with Mountain Desert Mobile Home Park asked if the financial impact of these 
regulations had been thoroughly considered.  Selesnick believes the City is benefiting from 
additional spaces used by RVs through water and sewer use fees.  Selesnick said it is 
impractical to require any RV to use tie downs and a lot of RVs will not want to rent in mobile 
home parks if tie downs are required.  Selesnick said he heard from the Precision Pipeline 
people that if they are required to follow code requirements for RV setups, they will move their 
RVs to man camps, and no one will benefit from their presence.  Billingsley noted some of the 
complaints are coming from mobile home owners who say their neighborhoods no longer look 
the same, as many of the RVs do not have skirting.  The standard is not that difficult to comply 
with.  Many in the audience voiced the opinion that skirting wasn’t affordable to most.    
Selesnick commented he believes allowing RVs to set up in mobile home parks was a great 
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opportunity for additional income to park owners and is seriously concerned about the adverse 
affect the regulations will have on that potential income.  Councilman Stone said the regulations 
weren’t new, but the reason for addressing these issues was due to the complaints received 
from mobile home park residents who feel the RVs are not complying with the same 
requirements that they have had to comply with, thereby downgrading their property.  Sheen 
said it appears that the largest impact will be enforcement of the tie-down requirement.  Chaplin 
confirmed that the problem is with enforcement of the regulations on those RVs that intend to 
set up on a permanent basis in a mobile home park.  Chaplin said she needs cooperation from 
park owners to accomplish compliance, and so far none has been received.  A suggestion was 
made to postpone compliance for one year until the influx of Ruby Pipeline personnel has 
subsided or ended, and then sit down and hash out how to assist with the compliance issues.  
Councilman Brooks felt that something needs to be told to those mobile home owners that have 
submitted complaints.  Putnam said there needs to be an opportunity to satisfy people that are 
transient in nature by defining the difference between a long-term RV and a temporary one, 
which will assist with the proper regulations for either one.  Staff was directed to begin the 
ordinance review and change process.   
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported that the demonstration lights are scheduled to arrive next week.  
Notification was just received from Police Chief Davidson that an accidental shooting took place 
on high school property and the victim, who accidentally shot himself in the leg, is not a student 
at the high school. 
 
Councilman Stone said the Futures meeting went well.  Councilman Sheen said she heard good 
things about the outcome of the meeting and hopes that the project will continue to move 
forward.  Mayor Putnam added the project has entered into the committee meeting phase. 
 
Councilman Cain said he enjoyed participating in the Future’s project meetings.  Commissioner 
Fransway disagreed with the airport regulations presented to the Commissioners last week and 
a joint meeting will be scheduled between the City Council, County Commission and Airport 
Board to discuss and hopefully give final approval to the regulations. 
 
Councilman Sheen said the County Commission discussed fire fighting at the local landfill, 
which requires an entirely different protocol for handling fires.  The County discussed requiring 
the landfill operator to keep a water truck available and to cooperate with firefighters should they 
need the use of earth moving equipment when fighting or cleaning up after a fire.  Sheen 
missed the recent WCVA meeting, but Don Stoker reported that the air conditioning project was 
completed in the East Hall, the heating is almost complete, painting is taking place and bids will 
go out for new carpeting this month.  Candidate’s Night was supported by a packed audience.  
Sheen will not be in attendance at the October 19 meeting. 
 
Councilman Billingsley asked about the status of the KWNA business license.  City Attorney 
Maher said KWNA was technically in compliance with the ordinance as a fee has been paid for 
a certificate in lieu of a permit for a business license. 
 
Councilman Brooks said she was aware of another auto accident at the intersection of Bridge 
and Haskell Streets.  Mayor Putnam said a number of people have expressed the opinion of a 
need for a traffic signal.  City Manager West said this might be the right time to once again 
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approach NDOT with the request.  The increase in accidents may warrant another traffic study 
by their staff.  Brooks received an inquiry from Sabrina Novi about the completion of the Stuart 
Street drainage project.  West said the utility crews were very busy and hadn’t gotten very far on 
the project.  West will request quotes from a couple of local contractors to possibly do the work.  
The goal is to have the project completed by spring of 2011.  Brooks said that the Great 80’s 
class reunion was a success, but there were problems with a lack of hot water in the West Hall.  
Councilman Cain said the hot water heater is brand new, and a valve had probably gotten stuck. 
 
Mayor Putnam noted the City Council always has an open door policy to the public, referring to 
the attendance at today’s meeting.  The Futures meeting was held in the East Hall, but the 
mechanical systems in the building made it difficult to hear those who were speaking.  Putnam 
attended RESPECT day and worked between 2-3 hours collecting garbage.  Last year had a 
larger turnout of volunteers.  The Learning Ladder Preschool will be holding their open house 
this Friday on Grass Valley Road across the street from Good Morning Furniture. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 4:28 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
October 19, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  October 19, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Billingsley, Brooks                   
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                 
ABSENT:  Councilman     Sheen                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


