
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JOINT CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

May 16, 2011 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission on Monday, May 16, 2011 at 1:35 p.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse 
meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  City Officials present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen 
Richard Stone, Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Staff present:  
City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. County Officials 
present:  Commission Chairman Garley Amos and Commissioners Mike Bell, Dan Cassinelli, 
Tom Fransway and Jim French.  County Staff present:  County Administrator Bill Deist, County 
Clerk Tami Spero and District Attorney Mike Macdonald. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the City Council portion of the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the effect each item could 
potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The Council agreed that no 
item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business 
or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman 
Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and 
significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, 
operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AIRPORT WATER SYSTEM SALE / GOLD COUNTRY WATER COMPANY 
 
Mayor Putnam said that several discussions had taken place at the City regarding the proposed 
sale of the City-owned airport water system to Gold Country Water Company.  City Manager 
West said the City was approached by Gold Country about purchasing the City airport water 
system because they need a municipal well.  The Gold Country system and City system are 
currently connected to each other, which, in West’s opinion, makes the sale logical.  West said 
there are operational problems with the City airport system; there is limited use of the system 
and revenues are therefore low; it is expensive to test the wells; maintaining pressure on the 
system is a challenge; and, at times the water in the lines becomes stagnant.   
 
West noted some issues have been addressed concerning the City water rights and the 
determination of the sales price.  To replace a water system of similar size, the estimated cost is 
$430,000.  The proposed sale has been tentatively agreed to at $275,000, or 64% of the 
replacement value.  If sold, the City will be exempt from any connection fees for future hook-ups 
at the industrial park or the airport, which is an incentive for future business prospects for this 
area.  All existing and future fire hydrants located at the airport or industrial park will be exempt 
from the monthly fire hydrant fee.  The City rate structure will remain for two years, thereafter, 
Gold Country will apply their current fee schedule for users on the airport system.  
Commissioner French asked about maintaining future water rights if the system were sold.  
West explained that the City will maintain all of its existing water rights, including those that 
were recently converted to municipal use.  City Attorney Maher added there are enough water 
rights to serve the property owned by the City at the airport, and the City will not transfer any 
City water rights under the proposed sale terms.  Commissioner Fransway asked about the 
County's continued ability to utilize the stand pipe located at the corner of Westmoreland and 
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Commander Drive for road maintenance use.  West said the stand pipe will be metered and 
usage charged to the County by Gold Country.  Fransway asked if Gold Country is receptive to 
waiving the charges for the County use of the stand pipe.  Dave Reuter, Vice President of Gold 
Country Water Company, said the fees can be negotiated with the County.  Fransway asked 
legal counsel if it was customary to allow an entity (Gold Country) to make changes to City 
facilities (wells) before the close of escrow.  Maher replied they (Gold Country) will be 
proceeding at their own risk and are liable for their investment if the deal falls through.  Reuter 
added Gold Country has concerns about an existing well which at one time exceeded the 
allowable nitrate levels.  Gold Country wants to take the well out of service as soon as possible, 
and desires to utilize the airport well system if that happens.  Mayor Putnam asked Reuter to 
notify the City and County before changing anything during the escrow period.  Councilman 
Sheen said the local rural fire department had concerns about fire flow issues, but the involved 
parties have met and the concerns were addressed.  Councilman Cain said the fire department 
wanted to make sure the fire flows will not be compromised if the two systems are connected to 
each other.  It was noted that the fire flows in the Gold Country water system will be much 
improved with connection to the airport water system.  Fransway noted the County and City 
want equitable returns from the sale on infrastructure costs paid by each entity.  County 
Administrator Deist said staff recommends approval of the sale.  Councilman Cain moved to 
proceed with the sale of the airport water system, based on the staff report and 
recommendation, subject to the sale terms/conditions sheet dated May 6.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Commissioner Bell made the same motion for the County.  Motion carried 
unanimously.       
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:06 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
May 17, 2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  June 7, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                  
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                            
ABSENT:  Councilmen           
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


