
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

August 9, 2011 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 9, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Councilman Jim Billingsley.  Staff 
present:  City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
  
The July 19, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Councilman Sheen abstained as she was 
not present at the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam will present the proclamation in recognition of service to Diane DeRose at the 
August 22, 2011 open house at the new Winnemucca Rural Veterans Outreach Clinic.  DeRose 
played a major role in the establishment of the clinic in the community. 
 
Mayor Putnam presented the "Relay for Life - Purple Ribbon Campaign" proclamation to Sandy 
Schirrick.  August 12 is designated as "Paint the Town Purple Day" in recognition of those who 
have passed away with cancer or who are dealing with the disease, and August 13-14 is 
scheduled for the "Relay for Life" race. 
 
Mayor Putnam read the proclamation recognizing "Real Heroes Week" (September 4-10) 
sponsored by the American Red Cross.  A banquet will be held on September 10 in honor of the 
heroes in the community 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Rosalyn Beck, with A.B. Beck Plumbing located on Traders Way, commented on the Northern 
Nevada Racing Association's (NNRA) street drags event that was held last week.  Beck 
reported that as of Friday, August 5 A.B. Beck had not received the proof of insurance 
certification they (NNRA) had agreed to provide at the July 19 City Council meeting.  Beck said 
there were significant issues while setting up and during the drag races involving safety 
violations and closing streets ahead of schedule.  Roger Sutton, Public Works Supervisor, was 
called to assist.  The NNRA ceased working on the set up of the event until proof of insurance 
was provided to A.B. Beck.  Mayor Putnam said the City timely received the proof of liability 
insurance, and A.B. Beck was named on the insurance certificate.  There appeared to have 
been a breakdown in the process of providing the insurance certificates, but the City did have a 
certificate in hand before the event started.  Putnam said a better effort will be made next year 
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to provide the proof of insurance to A.B. Beck.  Putnam thanked Beck for bringing the matter to 
the City.  The City will write a letter to the NNRA advising of the concerns raised with this year's 
event. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE APPOINTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam stated the appointment was not something she took lightly, and the process 
involved the input of a three-member committee composed of the Mayor, Councilman Sheen 
and City Manager West.  The questions presented to the four candidates dealt with their skill 
and background in leadership, communication, experience, and personal attributes.  All four 
candidates were outstanding.  Police Department Lieutenant Eric Silva is the Mayor’s appointee 
for the job as Chief of Police, based on almost 15 years of supervisory experience with the 
Winnemucca Police Department and 11 years in the Navy as a watch commander.  Silva 
intends to keep the lines of communication open with the City, County, and State.  He is 
scheduled to complete POST management and essential management skills classes with the 
POOL-PACT.  Councilman Sheen added each applicant exemplified a high level of commitment 
to the community with the desire to serve, do the right thing, and improve upon the relationships 
between law enforcement and the community.  Sheen said there is no question that Lieutenant 
Silva is the right choice for Chief of Police.  Councilman Stone moved to confirm the 
appointment of Lieutenant Eric Silva as Chief of Police effective September 4, 2011.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  Mayor Putnam acknowledged Jeff Dawson and Bill Dalley who were in 
the audience, stating they were both outstanding candidates and she was appreciative of their 
application and interview.   
 
VARIANCE REQUEST / SIDE AND REAR YARD SETBACKS / ARANGUENA 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said she had received one inquiry 
from an adjacent property owner and the inquiry has been answered.  The applicant wishes to 
replace an existing garage on the property.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve, based upon 
staff recommendation and findings, variance request VW-11-10 submitted by Richard 
Aranguana to reduce the side yard setback from 20 feet to 5 feet and rear yard setback from 20 
feet to 0 feet in a G-C (General Commercial) zoning district, APN 015-323-04, on property 
located at 505 W. Fifth Street, in order to replace an existing garage.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Resolution Number 2011-19. 
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VARIANCE REQUEST / SIDE YARD SETBACK / QUILICI 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, reported that no responses had been 
received concerning the request.  The applicant wishes to construct and attach additional living 
space to the existing structure.  Councilman Cain moved to approve, based upon staff 
recommendation and findings, variance request VW-11-11 submitted by Creative Construction 
and Landscaping, LLC on behalf of Mike and Susan Quilici to reduce the side yard setback from 
10 feet to 5 feet in an E (Estates District) zoning district, APN 016-451-17, on property located 
at 3385 S. Highland Drive, in order to allow construction of additional living space onto the 
existing structure.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2011-20. 
 
AIRPORT LEASE AGREEMENT FOR AIRPORT HANGAR SPACE / ARINC, INC. 
 
Mayor Putnam said that prior to the City purchase of the airport hangar from Randy McCoy, 
McCoy had a lease agreement with ARINC, Inc. for equipment storage space in the hangar.  
Per the advice of the City Attorney, the City will utilize a rental agreement rather than a lease for 
the space.  City Attorney Maher reported ARINC, Inc. had forwarded some suggested changes 
to the rental agreement which need to be reviewed.  Maher suggested the Council approve the 
rental agreement subject to his review and insertion of the final details into the agreement.  
Councilman Cain moved to approve the rental agreement with ARINC, Inc. pending final review 
and completion of changes to the document by the City Attorney, and to authorize the Mayor to 
sign the document when finalized.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PARTIAL STREET ABANDONMENT / BENGOCHEA 
 
City Attorney Maher said the consideration for an abandonment is whether there is any material 
detriment to the public resulting from the abandonment.  Staff does not find there would be any 
impact to the public and recommends approval of this request.  John Milton, Desert Mountain 
Surveying, added that other parcels along this side of West Railroad Street have received street 
abandonments, and as new developments begin, there could be more abandonment requests.  
Mayor Putnam called for public comment.  None was given.  Councilman Stone moved to 
approve, based upon staff recommendation and findings, the partial street abandonment of the 
westerly side of West Railroad Street at the Sheehan Street intersection abutting APN 015-386-
04 as requested by property owners David and Maria Bengochea.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Resolution Number 2011-21. 
 
PARTIAL STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / WINNEMUCCA RURAL VETERANS OUTREACH 
CLINIC 
 
Mayor Putnam reported that the new Winnemucca Rural Veterans Outreach Clinic located on 
Traders Way will be holding an open house on Monday, August 22 from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m.  The 
Department of Veterans Affairs has asked for a partial street closure of Traders Way directly in 
front of their clinic building in order to host the event by providing an area for chairs and 
canopies for those in attendance.  Councilman Stone said he was in favor of the request 
provided that the adjacent property owners were not impacted.  Mayor Putnam said only a 
portion of the width of Traders Way will be closed during the event, leaving Traders Way 
sufficiently open for traffic.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve the request for partial closure 
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of Traders Way directly in front of the new Winnemucca Rural Veterans Outreach Clinic located 
at 3298 Traders Way between 7 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Monday, August 22 for their open house 
event.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE OF 1/2 TON PICKUP TRUCK / WATER DEPARTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam noted that only one bid in the amount of $23,066.25 was received from DeLong 
Ford, Inc. for the purchase of the 1/2 ton pickup truck.  City Manager West said all bid specs 
have been met and this purchase is included in the fiscal year 2012 budget.  In the past, the 
City switched to using smaller trucks for economy reasons; however, the Ford Motor Company 
has revamped their 1/2 ton trucks to be as fuel efficient as smaller trucks.  Staff recommends 
approval of this purchase.  Councilman Cain moved to accept, based upon staff 
recommendation, the only bid of $23,066.25 from DeLong Ford, Inc. to purchase one 1/2 ton 
pickup truck for the Water Department.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis reported the PERS audit was complete.  Minor adjustments were made to how 
holiday pay is recorded.  The financial audit will begin next Monday. 
 
City Manager West said aerial spraying occurred last Friday evening which, in the past, has 
proven approximately 90% effective at eliminating adult mosquitoes.  Sheen asked if there were 
additional costs associated with the mosquito spraying due to the unusually wet year.  West did 
not feel that the budget would be exceeded, but the costs will definitely be higher than most 
years.  The City-County budget is $180,000.  Robin Gray (the entomologist responsible for 
mosquito control) typically budgets for the worst case scenario.  City Attorney Maher added that 
Gray has always been mindful of costs and is diligent in shopping for the best price for chemical 
supplies.  West said he doesn't know if the City and County could do any more than has already 
been done with mosquito and black fly control.  Bids will be open on August 16 for the street 
light retrofit project.  There will be two pre-bid conferences tomorrow regarding the FAA Airport 
pavement project and the energy efficiency retrofit project.  The City chip seal project is 
complete.  The rubberized chip seal applied is new and something not used before by the City.  
An additional five years of life is expected from the rubberized chip seal.  The street 
maintenance project that is being administered by NDOT (federal stimulus funds) has been 
delayed until a mid-September starting date.  This project includes Hanson Street, Fourth 
Street, and National Avenue.  Councilman Sheen noted it appears that the quality of product 
has improved rather than the usual pattern of declining quality at additional cost.  West reported 
a cemetery maintenance worker had been hired. 
 
Councilman Stone reported the HDA will meet next week.  The housing consortium meets 
today.  City Attorney Maher noted the consortium sponsors projects primarily involving housing 
rehabilitation for low income and elderly homeowners.  The projects range in price and consist 
mainly of painting, remodeling and rehabilitating living structures. 
 
Councilman Cain said the airport board meeting was held last night. 
 
Councilman Sheen said the quarterly landfill meeting was cancelled. 
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Councilman Brooks reported the NNRC hadn't met recently.  Brooks commented about the 
process for hiring a new Chief of Police and said she had discussed it with the City Manager 
and Mayor.  Councilman Stone said panels had been used in the past when holding interviews, 
and referred to the selection of the City Clerk when the position was open in 2006.  City 
Attorney Maher explained the Mayor makes the appointment and the Council job is to confirm or 
not confirm the Mayor's choice. 
 
Mayor Putnam reported the second water fountain at the golf course was up and running as of 
this morning.  Attending various meetings will be in her schedule this week. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Jack Marr inquired about the rubber-based chip seal slurry that has been applied to some of the 
streets. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:56 p.m. until the next meeting on August 23, 2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  August 23, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Brooks                              
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman  Billingsley                              
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                                            
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  

 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 

Mayor       City Clerk  

 


