
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
November 22, 2011 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, November 22, 2011 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Joyce Sheen (by telephone) and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Councilmen Doug Cain and Jim 
Billingsley.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk 
Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The November 7, 2011 joint City-County meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The November 8, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Stone moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Betty Lawrence introduced Jennifer Wright as the newest employee in the Humboldt County 
Planning Department. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENTS / LOWRY HIGH SCHOOL  
 
David Jensen, Assistant Superintendent for Humboldt County School District, gave the school 
district’s annual report on the status of the high school student parking lot located between 
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Kluncy Canyon Road and Kirkway Drive.  A sidewalk has been added on the Kluncy Canyon 
Road side of the parking lot.  Pavement grindings now cover the parking lot to assist with 
holding down the dust.  As a safety measure, railroad ties and fencing were erected to keep foot 
traffic separate from vehicular traffic.  Mayor Putnam stated traffic flows in the area were 
improved.  Police Chief Silva agreed.  Councilman Stone asked City Manager West if the 
annual reporting on the parking lot will continue to be necessary now that the asphalt grindings 
are in place (i.e., did this improvement satisfy the pavement requirement?).  West said asphalt 
grindings (typically old street pavement that has been ground up) offer mixed service results on 
street applications, but it might provide a lasting surface on a parking lot if it were chip-sealed 
during the next few years.  Jensen said it is cost prohibitive to pave the lot at this time.  A 
retention pond was added to the lower corner of the lot to catch runoff.  Putnam thanked Jensen 
for his report and asked him to continue reporting to the Council annually. 
 
TELEVISING CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS / CAL-NEVA BROADBAND 
 
Rodd Stowell, KWNA Radio, and Mason Dufield, Cal-Nevada Broadband, presented a proposal 
to broadcast the City Council meetings on local cable television.  Stowell said he would like to 
see more activity on Channel 7 as it is the local origination station.  The County Commission 
and School Board were presented with this same proposal.  The broadcasts are proposed to be 
televised on a tape-delayed basis, unedited and run in their entirety.  Equipment will be provided 
by the cable company.  Mason added there are about 6,000 homes that have the option of 
cable TV accessible to them, and there are approximately 1,000 subscribers.  Mayor Putnam 
said there is limited or no access to cable television in certain areas of the community.  
Councilman Stone added the cable television company chose not to add cable lines into the 
Assessment District #17 subdivision development.  Stone noted that Council meetings were 
televised years ago on the local cable channel with minimal public response.  Putnam 
suggested that the broadcasts should be available to every citizen in the City.  Putnam 
questioned the parameters.  Stowell responded, saying he would have to check into the 
franchise license to see how far Cal-Neva can extend cable services.  Cal-Neva will invest an 
estimated $25,000 in equipment which will be used for each entity agreeing to televise their 
meetings.  Starting with the new fiscal year (July 2012), it is hoped each entity will contribute 
approximately $100 per month in financial assistance.  West said he would like to know what 
percentage of City residents will have access to the service.  City Attorney Maher noted the 
cable television contract which is in place with Cal-Neva was last changed in the early 1990’s.  
The City lost a lot of control over cable television services during that time due to changes in 
federal law.  The City can charge a franchise fee, and is very limited on other controls of cable 
television providers.  Councilman Brooks suggested tabling this proposal until the questions can 
be fully answered.  Councilman Sheen noted that when Council meetings were broadcast in the 
past, the City didn't pay anything.  Putnam felt a better feeling for the cost to the City was 
needed before a decision is made.  Stowell said if the City chose to run the show itself, the 
estimated cost will be between $7,000 and $10,000 for the equipment.  Sheen was concerned 
that cable television doesn’t reach a large enough population to justify the cost and said she 
doesn’t feel ready to commit at this point.  Stowell said there was no real way to determine how 
many households will watch televised meetings.  All the company can provide is the number of 
customers living within the City limits.  Putnam said the issue should be tabled until the 
December meeting in order to address some of the unanswered questions.   Sheen said there is 
no question that the City wants to get the word out to the public.  Stone agreed, saying the 
Council is agreeable to televising meetings, but there is concern about the cost to the City.  
Sheen agreed.  Putnam postponed this matter until the December 13, 2011 Council meeting.  
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STREET STANDARDS WAIVER REQIEST / KLS PLANNING-SNOW 
 
John Krmpotic, AICP, President of KLS Planning & Design (KLS), requested a waiver of the 
collector street standards for the proposed extension of Offenhauser Drive through the Snow 
property east of Great Basin Drive (from the required 50 feet in width to 42 feet in width).  City 
Manager West said the City collector street requirement is important for the Offenhauser Drive 
extension through the proposed subdivision.  An overhead transparency was provided showing 
Offenhauser Drive and its relation to the new development proposed by KLS.  West continued 
that Offenhauser Drive is the only designated east-west collector street in this area and that it 
will have a much higher traffic volume as the City grows to the east.  The existing street was 
constructed in 1980 and is 42 feet wide (back of curb to back of curb), but it serves much larger 
lots that require minimal on-street parking. The current standard requires collector streets to be 
50 feet in width.  The RPC approved the parcel maps for this subdivision on November 10 
subject to full compliance with the City's development standards.  West believes that the 
proposed smaller residential lots will result in increased on-street parking and the collector 
street width will actually result in a safer travel way.  An example of a standard residential street 
(42 feet in width) with smaller residential lots is Snowy Mountain Drive, which is congested with 
on-street parking. West said that the proposed narrow street will become increasingly 
congested and unsafe as the residential area expands.   
 
Councilman Brooks said she believes that wider streets allow people to drive faster.  Vehicles 
already drive fast on Offenhauser Drive.  West replied that the Council approved the 50-feet 
wide street standard for collector streets in 1980’s.  The City constructed Great Basin Drive and 
Kluncy Canyon Road at a width of 50 feet at City expense (where curbs and gutters are in 
place).  Private developers (such as Sheppard Construction) have recently been required to 
construct 50 feet wide collector streets.  Brooks added she was worried about a wider street for 
the newer construction of Offenhauser Drive because it will attach to the existing narrow street.  
Krmpotic said he is 100% on the opposite side of this issue to that of West.  KLS is bringing a 
$10 million project to the table and they feel that a narrower street is the single biggest criteria 
for safety in residential areas.  Mayor Putnam disagreed.  She would rather have a wider street 
if children are in the area.  When cars are parked on both sides of a street, it does not appear to 
be that wide.  West said the dilemma today is that KLS is trying to develop a residential area 
with aesthetics in mind, while the City is looking at long-term traffic situations.  Krmpotic said 
West is correct in planning for the future, but believes the traffic volumes in this area will not be 
anywhere close to pushing the limits on residential streets.  Putnam and West agreed that most 
traffic generated from the creation of the new subdivisions in the area will use this section of 
Offenhauser Drive in the future.  Councilman Sheen stated that she understands both sides of 
the issue and indicated that there is no way to compromise.  West said he doesn't believe a 
waiver should be granted for a collector street.  Stone agreed, stating that the City has spent 
substantial time and effort to create the development standards and they should either be 
adhered to or changed.  Krmpotic added he feels the City has very wide collector street 
standard.  Krmpotic said KLS is not here to fight with the City, but has a different perspective for 
this development by creating landscaping that will enhance the character of the neighborhood.  
Sheen noted that Winnemucca has very wide streets that help the City look cleaner and assist 
with traffic flows.  If the City changes the standards, there will have to be review of how the 
entire City is laid out.  Sheen asked if KLS will move forward with this project if the current 
standards are not waived.  Krmpotic said it kills his spirit for the development, but he has 
enough experience to use the right judgment when creating character within a development.  
Krmpotic said it has been a nice experience dealing with the City staff and Planning 
Commission, and he doesn’t want to go sideways with the Council.  In response, Sheen said 
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both parties have the same goals in mind, but the City has to focus on developments across the 
community as a whole.  The City is excited about this development, but it appears the City 
doesn’t see things the same way as the developer.  Sheen said the issue should be addressed 
again at the next Council meeting when a full Council is present.  Putnam postponed a decision 
on this matter until the next Council meeting scheduled for December 13.  
 
FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 AUDIT-FINANCIAL REPORT / KAFOURY ARMSTRONG 
 
Andree Rose and Mike Nelson with Kafoury, Armstrong and Company reviewed highlights from 
the fiscal year 2011 audit report.  Nelson gave an overview of information from the Independent 
Auditor's report, the City Management discussion and analysis letter, various statements, 
including the Condensed Statement of Revenue, Expense, and Net Assets Activities, Statement 
of Net Assets, State of Activities (net assets have increased by over $2.2 million dollars which is 
a strong financial indicator for the City), and the Balance Sheet which now includes the GASB54 
reporting requirement.  Rose reviewed the financial graphs for revenues, expenditures, and 
ending fund balances of both Governmental and Proprietary fund types.  Rose stated that the 
City is in a healthy financial position, largely attributed to conservative policies and higher than 
expected Consolidated Tax Revenues received during this fiscal year.  Note 2 on page 26 of the 
financial report was reviewed which deals with compliance issues within the guidelines of the 
Nevada Revised Statues (NRS 354.6245) and Nevada Administrative Code (NAC 354.721).  
The City conformed to all significant statutory constraints except the Public Safety function 
expenditures within the Capital Improvement Fund exceeded budgeted appropriations, and the 
Judicial function expenditures within the General Fund exceeded budgeted appropriations.  The 
City will address the compliance issues during the December 13 Council meeting to satisfy the 
State of Nevada, Department of Taxation requirements.  Rose also reviewed the GASB54 
implementation within the audit report.  Mayor Putnam said it is good to know that the City 
ended the fiscal year on June 30, 2011 in good standing due to healthy fund balances.  
Councilman Stone moved to accept the fiscal year 2010-2011 audit and financial report as 
submitted by Kafoury, Armstrong & Company.   Motion carried unanimously.  West provided a 
summary of the City ending fund balances from fiscal year 2000 through 2011. 
 
CITY COUNCIL 2012 MEETING CALENDAR 
 
Mayor Putnam said the proposed 2012 meeting calendar was similar to past years, with the 
exception that in May 2012, the meetings will take place on the first and third Tuesday of the 
month to accommodate the annual budget hearing.  Councilman Stone moved to adopt the 
2012 City Council meeting calendar as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT / PURCHASE OF ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE (ATV) 
 
Mayor Putnam noted that the ATV which was purchased for use by the Public Works 
department a couple of years ago has been very useful.  City Manager West said the older ATV 
at the Cemetery is at the end of its useful life.  The primary need for this purchase is to assist 
with clearing driveways and sidewalks for Senior residents receiving snow removal assistance.  
The ATV will be used at the Cemetery the rest of the year.  Councilman Sheen said she was in 
favor of the purchase, as using an ATV makes more sense than shoveling snow by hand.  
Councilman Stone asked if this purchase were accounted for in the Public Works budget.  West 
said the cost will be covered by delaying the purchase of golf course netting, if necessary.  
Councilman Stone moved to approve the purchase of one (1) 4-wheel drive all-terrain vehicle 
(ATV) to be used primarily for snow removal.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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EQUIPMENT DONATION / POLICE DEPARTMENT-HUMBOLDT HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 
 
The Winnemucca Police Department requested approval to donate fourteen (14) shelving units 
and thirteen (13) metal sedan cages to the Humboldt Hospital Auxiliary-Poke N' Peek Thrift 
Store.  Councilman Stone asked if the metal cages are sold for scrap metal, will the proceeds 
go to the Poke N' Peek.  Police Chief Silva said the proceeds will go to them.  Councilman 
Brooks moved to find that there is no further public use of the fourteen (14) shelving units and 
thirteen (13) metal sedan cages, and to authorize their donation by the City to the Humboldt 
Hospital Auxiliary-Poke N' Peek Thrift Store.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported there were furnace problems at the Animal Shelter.  While 
replacing the furnace ($2,100), it was necessary to replace the hot water boiler at an additional 
cost of $2,100.  The pump braces have slowly vibrated loose at the sewer plant and the repairs 
will take place on December 7.  City crews are currently working on bypassing the lift station in 
order to dry out the pump wet-well so that Hunewill Construction can repair the braces.  This is 
a major undertaking by the Public Works staff.  West is working with the Mayor on the golf pro 
contract and the draft documents have been provided to the City Attorney for review.  There will 
also be consideration of recommended increases to the recreation fees to become effective in 
January 2012.  The proposed golf pro contract will be addressed at the December 13 meeting.  
 
Councilman Stone said the Futures Project was discussed at the recent HDA meeting.  The 
proposal made to hire a motivational speaker for $25,000 was declined.  In place of a 
motivational speaker, Steve Hill, Nevada State Economic Director, will be asked to update the 
HDA on economic development issues. 
 
Councilman Sheen said the WCVA has seen an increase in funding requests for various events 
in the community.  Use of the Indoor Events Center has had a positive impact on local room 
taxes this year, with room tax revenue continuing to be high, which shows that the general 
economic health of the community is good.   New carpeting will be installed in the East Hall 
Convention Center soon. 
 
Councilman Brooks attended the "Meet and Greet Our Physicians" event at the hospital.  
Brooks also attended a recent Regional Planning Commission meeting.  The NNRC continues 
to work with the BLM on the Water Canyon Yurt project. 
 
Mayor Putnam said that the annual Chamber of Commerce "Parade of Lights" parade will take 
place on Saturday, December 10.  The Christmas tree lighting on the Nixon Lawn will take place 
after the parade and is sponsored by Hospice.  The Rural Nevada Development Corporation is 
applying for a housing rehabilitation grant on behalf of Lyon County, and they have asked if 
Winnemucca is interested in doing the same.  The Mayor said she doesn't feel the City needs 
this grant and recommended the City decline to participate in the program.   
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Councilman Stone asked if the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) had offered any 
new information related to the proposed traffic signal at the intersection of Bridge and Haskell 
Streets.  City Manager West said NDOT will be attending the January 10, 2011 City Council 
meeting to address this issue. 
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Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:58 p.m. until the next meeting on December 13, 
2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  December 13, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Sheen, Brooks                    
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman  Cain, Billingsley                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                 
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


