
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JOINT CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

May 21, 2012 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission on Monday, May 21, 2012 at 10:45 a.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse 
meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  City Officials present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen 
Richard Stone, Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Staff present:  
City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis.  County 
Officials present:  Commission Chairman Mike Bell, Commissioners Garley Amos, Dan 
Cassinelli, Tom Fransway and Jim French.  County Staff present:  County Administrator Bill 
Deist, County Clerk Tami Spero and District Attorney Mike Macdonald. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the City Council portion of the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There was no public or personal communications. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the effect each item could 
potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The Council agreed that no 
item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business 
or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman 
Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and 
significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, 
operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITY-COUNTY FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 COST SHARE AGREEMENT 
 
County Administrator Deist said this is the annual review of the proposed Cost Share 
Agreement between the City and County.  The fiscal year 2012 numbers are updated and 
shared costs are projected into the fiscal year 2013 budget (July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013).  
Commissioner Fransway asked if there were any changes to any of the percentages used to 
calculate the various shared costs.  Mayor Putnam replied a change was made regarding the 
County dispatch center cost share.  The City has shared 50% of the dispatch costs in the years 
prior to and through fiscal year 2012, but the percentage was decreased to 30% in fiscal year 
2013, due to the City Public Works decrease in utilizing the dispatch center because of the City 
SCADA system in the water-sewer department which uses cell phones.  Councilman Cain 
moved for approval of the City-County Cost Share Agreement for the Fiscal Year 2013 period 
(July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013) as presented, and to authorize Mayor Putnam to sign the 
agreement.  Motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Cassinelli moved to mirror the City 
motion, and to authorize Chairman Bell to sign the agreement.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Mayor Putnam thanked the County Commission for continuing the great working relationship 
between the City and County.  Chairman Bell agreed. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
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MELARKEY AND WINNEMUCCA BLVD. INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority (WCVA) board members Terry Boyle, Don 
Stoker, and Rodd Stowell were present to discuss the Melarkey and Winnemucca Blvd. 
intersection improvement project.  Commissioner Cassinelli and Councilman Sheen are also 
WCVA board members.  City Manager West reviewed the schematic design provided by CTA 
Architects and said after reviewing several proposals for improvements, this proposal appears 
to be acceptable to all parties.  The project will cost an estimated $380,000 and a transportation 
enhancement grant application has been submitted to NDOT requesting the sum of $189,000.  
The remaining costs are proposed to be shared at an estimated cost of $63,000 each between 
the City, County, and WCVA.  If the grant is not awarded, each entity will have to pay an 
estimated $125,000 each.  In order to move forward with the project, the architects need 
authorization to create construction documents for the base project.  Commissioner Fransway 
asked if a match was required to receive NDOT funding.  West said to be competitive for the 
limited NDOT funding, a 50% match is recommended.  The location of the "Winnemucca To The 
Sea Highway" log was discussed.  Don Stoker shared the history of the log and the highway 
designation which started over 60 years ago.  Mayor Putnam said the log is proposed to be 
relocated across the street and made part of an information and visitor center corner, which will 
eventually include the log and kiosks telling the history of the log and Winnemucca.  Stoker 
added he feels the log will be more visible in its current location and also expressed concerns 
with possibly losing some Nixon lawn space.  Councilman Brooks asked if any changes to the 
Nixon lawn landscaping were in the plans.  West said there would be only slight impacts to the 
corner planter boxes which should not reduce the usable space.  Stoker said he just wanted to 
make sure the availability to use the Nixon lawn at its current capacity would remain.  Mayor 
Putnam said moving the log across the street actually gives additional space to the Nixon lawn 
and there will be more visibility of the log on the other corner.  Fransway said his feeling was 
that the "Winnemucca To The Sea Highway" log will be more significant if it remains where it is.  
Mayor Putnam replied the future will possibly include a visitor's center on the other side of the 
street with informational kiosks along side of the log, thereby developing a point of interest for 
tourists to visit.  Fransway agreed that as long as the integrity of the gift of the log is kept and 
the log is enhanced as much as possible, it will be okay to relocate it.  Councilman Cain said he 
likes the concept of the project as a whole.  Councilman Sheen asked when an answer is 
expected about grant funding from NDOT.  West said it will take approximately three months, 
but in the meantime the design work can proceed.  County Administrator Deist added he felt the 
project will be a real improvement to the intersection.  Councilmen Billingsley and Brooks 
agreed the log meaning should be kept and suggested it be an intricate part of an information-
interpretive area by moving it across the street to encourage people to stop and possibly visit.  
Councilman Stone added the Chamber of Commerce had a lot of information about the history 
of the log and the designation as the "Winnemucca To The Sea Highway."  WCVA Director Kim 
Petersen asked if the vehicle access between the Nixon lawn and the East Hall will remain and 
if electrical system upgrades are included.  West said that the vehicle access will remain and 
the electrical upgrades will be worked into the final design.  Councilman Stone moved to 
authorize the preparation of the base plan construction documents by CTA Architects at an 
estimated cost of $21,000.  Motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Fransway moved to 
mirror the City motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  WCVA Board Member Stoker moved to 
mirror the City motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CANYON YURT PROJECT 
 
Pat Donovan, Northern Nevada Recreation Coalition (NNRC), reported the YURT project was a 
joint effort between the citizens of Winnemucca and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
and it is coming together.  Eagle Scout candidate Chris Barta will be working on the project as 
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part of his Eagle Scout project.  Bonnie Milland, representing the local BLM office, said she is 
starting the permitting process and is in consultation with the Nevada Department of Wildlife 
(NDOW) concerning the actual location of the YURT structure.  The permitting process could 
delay the project.  Councilman Billingsley asked if the issue of a restroom facility had been 
worked out.  Donovan said it had been handled, adding the next challenge will be raising the 
funds to purchase the YURT.  At this time, the NNRC is not asking for any matching funds.  
Howard Hammond noted Newmont had donated some funding toward the project.  
Commissioner French asked if the YURT was a permanent structure.  Milland said it was not a 
permanent structure; it is designed so that it can be removed at the end of each season, 
however, the platform supporting the structure will remain intact.  No improvements are required 
at the access point to the Bloody Shins Trail.  Donovan added the next step is to acquire the 
proper permits with the hope to begin construction soon.  Public awareness of the new structure 
will be accomplished through advertising and media coverage.  Mayor Putnam said this is a fine 
addition to recreation in the community and thanked Donovan, Hammond and Milland for their 
report. 
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 11:22 a.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
June 5, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  June 5, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                            
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                              
ABSENT:  Councilmen                                              
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


