
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

October 23, 2012 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, October 23, 2012 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council October 9, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards.  Mayor Putnam did accept a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the Frontier Community Coalition in recognition of the City's contribution to 
the 2012 Louie Peraldo Golf Tournament. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Bill Douglas shared his concerns about the feral cat population.  Douglas believes something 
should be done by the County and City to help alleviate the problem.  Douglas suggested that 
cats could be licensed like dogs.  Mayor Putnam said a joint meeting with the County was 
planned to discuss the feral cat situation.  Douglas also mentioned that the conference room 
audience cannot always hear very well discussions taking place at the Council table, suggesting 
the City provide microphones for those that are hearing impaired. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
 



City Council Meeting Minutes 
October 23, 2012 
Page 2 of 6 
 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST / INCREASE BUILDING HEIGHT / WINNEMUCCA HOTELS, LLC 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, and John Milton, Desert Mountain 
Surveying, presented variance request VW-12-18 for Winnemucca Hotels, LLC-Jaswinder 
Singh to increase the building height to forty-five (45) feet in order to accommodate a three (3) 
story hotel to be located at 460 East Winnemucca Boulevard.  City Manager West reported a 
meeting was held with City Fire Chief Olsen, one of the project developers and Milton to discuss 
what could be done to provide adequate fire protection to the third floor of the proposed hotel.  
The developer indicated that the third floor attic will include a fire safety sprinkler system and an 
exterior ladder will be provided for access to the roof.  However, the developer felt he should not 
be required to contribute towards the purchase of fire equipment for the City when previous 
developers have not contributed.  Milton said the developers could not attend today's meeting in 
person, but were available by phone if the Council had questions for them.  Milton said the 
developers acknowledged that if the City creates a downtown fire district, they will not oppose 
financial contributions for additional fire equipment at that time.  Fire Chief Olsen said he was 
pleased with the outcome of the meeting.  Councilman Cain moved to approve, based on staff 
findings and recommendations, variance VW-12-18 requested by Winnemucca Hotels, LLC-
Jaswinder Singh, to increase the building height to forty-five (45) feet to accommodate a three 
(3) story hotel to be constructed on property located at 460 East Winnemucca Boulevard, APN 
015-214-35.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-24. 
 
AGREEMENT / PROPERTY-STREET IMPROVEMENTS EXCHANGE / MUSEUM LANE / 
SCHADE DEVELOPMENT  
 
Mayor Putnam said Schade Development is reviewing the draft agreement for transfer of private 
property to the City in exchange for street improvements to Museum Lane.  City Manager West 
said approximately four (4) acres of land will be acquired by the City.  Street construction plans 
were received by the City.  Staff recommends approval of the proposed agreement.  
Councilman Cain moved to direct staff to proceed with finalization of the agreement between 
Schade Development and the City.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Putnam commented that this project will be an excellent improvement for the 
Museum/Pioneer Park area and will provide access to the City’s adjacent property.  West said 
traffic is expected to increase substantially on Jungo Road due to the Hycroft Mine expansion, 
and Museum Lane is being designed as a collector street that will eventually re-route Jungo 
Road.  As a collector street, there will be no driveways accessing the street. 
 
PROPERTY PURCHASE REQUEST / AIRPORT INDUSTRIAL PARK / WEDCO 
 
City Manager West provided a map of the property that WEDCO is requesting to purchase.  The 
property is located at the Winnemucca Municipal Airport Industrial Park in the general area of 
Carwil and Carry-On Trailers.  Brian Elmore of WEDCO said the company is a wholesale 
industrial business that is currently leasing space from Cashman Equipment on Railroad Street.  
West said a 2.5 acre site is needed for WEDCO's requirements.  Staff is suggesting property 
located at the corner of Jays Road and Airport Road.  The request fits the criteria put together 
by the Council for the airport's industrial park.  The property will have to establish septic service 
and water will be provided by the Gold Country Water System.  City Attorney Maher said the 
appraisal process will still have to be completed.  Elmore assured Councilman Stone that 2.5 
acres was adequate for their needs.  They plan on building a 15,000 square foot building on the 
property.  Stone noted that WEDCO's request was to deliver the property to them within 60 
days, noting that the City process does not allow for things to move that quickly.  Elmore said 
they were hoping to have the property sometime in the spring of 2013.  Maher reported that two 
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appraisals must occur, which is typically a four month process to complete.  The City will try to 
expedite the request as quickly as possible.  An escrow and title search is not necessary for the 
City.  West suggested that the concept to sell the property could be agreed upon today.  Mayor 
Putnam directed staff to work with WEDCO and Vision West Realty to proceed to the next step 
(appraisal process).  
 
DESIGN SERVICES PROPOSALS / FIRE STATION PROJECT  
 
Mayor Putnam reported she had a meeting last week with Councilmen Billingsley and Cain, City 
Manager West, City Fire Chief Olsen and other fire department officers to discuss the need for a 
fire department building.  Putnam noted that due to the growth taking place within the City, there 
is a need for larger equipment, and the current fire station is not adequate to house the larger 
vehicles.  Various locations were discussed and the City property located across from the 
Maverick convenience store on East Winnemucca Boulevard was selected.  A substation will be 
constructed initially, with the intent of transitioning into a main station within eight to ten years. 
As funds are available and needs arise, the building can be expanded.  The City is also 
researching the purchase of a 75 feet ladder-pumper truck, but space is needed to house it.  
The Council is requested to move forward and hire an architect familiar with fire station design.  
Billingsley said he agreed with the analysis; East Winnemucca Boulevard is the logical place to 
build.  Putnam said the location will not be hindered by the railroad tracks or downtown traffic 
issues, and fire calls can be quickly addressed in either direction.  The East Winnemucca 
Boulevard area will likely experience commercial growth within the next few years.  Councilman 
Sheen asked how the fire station design experience requirements will be requested. West 
replied specific qualifications can be required, suggesting a committee be developed to review 
the architectural proposals.  Available funding specified in the Capital Improvement Fund (CIP) 
for fire department needs was discussed. After revenues and expenditures are taken into 
account, including stucco and paint for the current fire station, the balance available in the CIP 
fund is estimated at $840,000 by July 1, 2013.  It will take approximately one year from start to 
finish for completion of the project.   Olsen said the purchase of a fire truck will cost an 
estimated $360,000 for a used fire truck and $500,000-$600,000 for a new one.  West added 
the Council may want to consider short term financing for the ladder-pumper truck purchase in 
order to maximize the construction funds available.  The old fire station on Bridge Street will 
continue to be used until the new building is completed.  Thereafter, it will be used as a satellite 
station.  Councilman Cain declared that he is an active City volunteer fireman and any action on 
this item by him will not result in a greater benefit to him than to anyone else.  Councilman 
Stone moved to direct staff to move forward with the architectural design process.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
PROPOSED YOUTH FAMILY TEEN CENTER OPERATIONAL PLAN 
 
Mayor Putnam provided an overview of the proposed Youth Family Teen Center (YFTC) with 
Brian Nelson, Alaine Nye and Sunny Johnson in attendance.  Nelson said he had met with 
Mayor Putnam, City Manager West and City Recreation Director Swecker last week to discuss 
the project which is designed for use by community groups and organizations.  City staff will be 
responsible for scheduling use of the facility.  Special events will be planned for sustainability of 
the facility.  Ten thousand dollars has already been raised from three different area mines and 
another $2,500 donation is expected soon.  The facility will provide recreation, education, 
character building and arts and crafts.  Swecker added that part of the process is to inventory 
the exercise equipment that is in the recreation facility and prepare it for disposal (by auction or 
sale).  The building must be cleared for some renovation.  This project will fit with the City 
recreation program.  Nelson said that two-thirds of the building will be used for equipment and 
games, while the other one-third is for meeting rooms, etc.  A list of organizations that will use 
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the facility has been prepared.  Swecker said the YFTC will not add to the duties of the 
Recreation Department.  Keys to the building will be provided and administered by the City.  
Putnam said the YFTC needs a direction from the Council on whether they are agreeable with 
the direction outlined today. Putnam asked for public comment.  Bill Douglas said the Nevada 
Revised Statutes require that any volunteer working with youth in any fashion must be 
fingerprinted and investigated.  If a rowdy youth member presents themselves at the facility, 
Douglas questioned who will be responsible for taking care of the situation.  Douglas suggested 
City liability must be addressed.  Putnam replied the groups utilizing the facility are already 
organized and have been working with youth.  The City is providing the facility.  Each group will 
be responsible for their conduct.  Councilman Sheen said it wouldn't hurt the City to check with 
the City insurance carrier concerning this issue.  Putnam said a plan is in place and the City will 
strive to ensure compliance will the applicable laws.  Putnam noted the plans are preliminary.  
Douglas said he is in favor of the facility and does not want anything stopped.  City Attorney 
Maher pointed out the goal here is to provide a community-friendly place to be used by various 
groups.  Councilman Stone said the YFTC board will monitor the facility in conjunction with the 
City Recreation Director.  Putnam added this is positive for the community.  Councilman Cain 
moved to direct staff to move forward with the project.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
RECREATION BUILDING WEIGHT ROOM EQUIPMENT PROPOSED SALE 
 
City Recreation Director Swecker provided a list of weight room equipment proposed for 
disposal.  City Manager West explained the disposal process: declaring that the City property 
has no further public use, offering it to other public entities, and then selling any remaining 
equipment to the highest private bidder.  Swecker noted that all items listed for sale are those 
that the Winnemucca Police Department did not have any use for.  City Attorney Maher said 
sales proceeds will be recorded as revenue to the City general fund.  Councilman Stone moved 
to determine that the weight room equipment listed in the Recreation Building is no longer 
required for public use and to grant staff authority to sell the equipment at public auction by 
following the appropriate procedures as provided by law.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Swecker informed the Council that the memorial pool would be closed for most of December for 
a filter system replacement. 
 
GOLF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT RENEWAL 
 
City Golf Pro Rick Longhurst presented a request for the renewal of the agreement between him 
and the City to provide golf professional services.  Councilman Stone asked Longhurst how his 
first year in Winnemucca had gone.  Longhurst said the past year went well, the people here are 
fun and things are going great.  Mayor Putnam noted the City golf course revenues had 
increased by an estimated $40,000 over that of last year and usage at the golf course is very 
well documented.  City Manager West added staff is very happy with Longhurst's performance 
and is pleased he is willing to renew the contract.  Some minor changes are proposed, including 
changing the term of the contract from one to two years (covering period January 1, 2013 
through December 31, 2014).  The annual compensation is proposed to increase from $42,000 
to $52,000 so Longhurst can hire an assistant (apprentice pro).  Termination without cause will 
change from 180 days notice to 90 days notice.  Putnam said the junior program this year was 
promoted well and had excellent results.  Longhurst thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing 
him to work in Winnemucca over the past year.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the two 
year golf professional services contract for Rick Longhurst, with the changes discussed today.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
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ENGINEERING SERVICES PROPOSALS / SEWER PROJECTS 
 
City Manager West said the City has three substantial sewer projects in the planning stages that 
will require professional design assistance in order to complete.  The projects are:  Sewage 
Treatment Plant head-works project (including a wet-well expansion and possibly additional 
treatment facilities); the STP effluent disposal project (utilizing a storage reservoir, pumping 
stations and pivot irrigation systems); and, the Haskell Street sewer lift station upgrade project.  
The first step will be to request qualification statements from engineering firms for review by a 
committee that will report the results back to the Council.  Councilman Cain said it is important 
to try and get the best designs on the projects.  Councilman Stone moved to authorize staff to 
request proposals from engineering firms to provide design services for the sewer treatment 
plant headworks project, the sewer effluent disposal project and the Haskell Street sewer 
pumping station project.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis informed the Council that they are required by law to canvass the votes after 
the November 6 election.  City Attorney Maher said the canvass must occur within six (6) 
working days after the election.  A special meeting can be held, or this item can be placed on a 
regular meeting agenda.  Newly elected officers will be sworn in at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting after the canvass (on November 20). 
 
City Manager West reported construction drawings will be completed soon on the Winnemucca 
Boulevard-Melarkey Street-US Highway 95 intersection improvement project.  Schematics are 
under review.  Meetings are being scheduled with the two property owners regarding the use of 
property corners for the improvements.  The State has not formally notified the City yet on the 
grant funding.  The Frontier Village Development (off Highland Drive) is going well.  The sewer 
and storm drain systems and grading are just about completed for the first phase of work.  The 
East Winnemucca Boulevard New Frontier Village project is moving forward and there will be 
major dirt movement soon.  A meeting was held yesterday with Newmont Mining and Humboldt 
County regarding tax payments received and estimates for future tax payments.  Projections for 
the next few years are about the same as the current distribution has been, which will help with 
budget planning.  Newmont paid $24.8 million in taxes during 2011, with Humboldt County local 
governments receiving $14.7 million, that is, 59%, and the State receiving 41% (in rough 
figures).  Changes to the sales tax distribution formula (CTX) are anticipated in the future.  
Kathy Brooks, Water Canyon Road area property owner, indicated she will be withdrawing their 
de-annexation request in writing.  Plans are under review for the Museum Lane project. 
 
Councilman Stone said the HDA did not meet this month. 
 
Councilman Cain reported that over 600 individuals received flu shots during the drive-thru flu 
shot program at the Events Center last month. 
 
Councilman Sheen said the next installment of the recycling program grant payment was 
approved at the last Landfill Committee meeting.  The WCVA received an annual update from 
the Winnemucca Regional Raceway Association.  The Jake Owen concert was successful, 
ending with a positive cash balance.  The WCVA spent $85,000 and received all of that back 
plus some additional revenue.  The concert was responsible for bolstering the entire weekend 
for the community.  The Fair attendance and participation also benefited by the concert.  The 
WCVA authorized a $100,000 expenditure in next year’s budget for a concert.  There are one 
basketball and three wrestling tournaments scheduled at the Events Center.  A motorcycle 
racing event is coming to Winnemucca from Elko on November 10-11.  All age and gender 
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groups will be attending.  The WCVA also awarded $1500 cash and a material donation of 
$1500 toward additional seating at the Humboldt Shooting Range. 
 
Councilman Billingsley reported he attended the meeting with the firemen that came to a 
consensus concerning the new fire station and equipment. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the YURT was totally constructed.  Brooks attended a meeting at 
which today’s media issues were discussed. 
 
Mayor Putnam reminded that October 27 was "Make A Difference" day.  Putnam extended 
greetings to the conservation district annual meeting this morning.  Putnam met Dr. Mark 
Johnson from the UNR 4-H extension office.  Johnson said the State had no intention of closing 
local 4-H offices and the local extension office will remain open.  A meeting will be held with 
NACO on November 16 in Carson City.  The meeting is designed for legislative and elected 
officials.  All are encouraged to attend because it is important to have a rural presence there.   
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Bill Douglas said he has observed that gasoline prices increase in the community during special 
events, yet the prices will drop after the events are over.  Mayor Putnam advised Douglas that 
the City does not have any control over the gasoline prices established by private enterprise, 
that is not a function of local governments. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m. until the next meeting on November 6, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  November 6, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 


