
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION /  
WINNEMUCCA CONVENTION AND VISITOR’S AUTHORITY 

MARCH 3, 2014 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission and Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority on Monday, March 3, 2014 at 
1:30 p.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  City 
Officials present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Mike Owens, Doug Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim 
Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent 
Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund.  County Officials present:  Commission Chairman Dan 
Cassinelli, Commissioners Jim French, Mike Bell, Garley Amos, and Marlene Brissenden.  
County Staff present:  County Administrator Bill Deist, County Clerk Tami Spero and District 
Attorney Mike Macdonald.  Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority Officials present:  
WCVA Board Chairman Rodd Stowell, WCVA Board members Don Stoker, Terry Boyle, Jim 
Billingsley and Dan Cassinelli.    
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the City Council portion of the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the effect each item could 
potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The Council agreed that no 
item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business 
or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman 
Cain moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and 
significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, 
operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMUNITY ART CENTER PROJECT / PRELIMINARY PLAN  
 
Mayor Putnam stated there was a lot of community interest the past year as to what, if any, 
plans there are for the replacement of the Nixon Opera House.  The City has the insurance 
funds from the Nixon fire as an endowment for the maintenance of a future building.  A 
performing arts committee was put together with members from City government, the 
performing arts, mining and the public.  The committee did an assessment to see what the 
community felt was needed and, with those results, the City commissioned Don Smit to develop 
a preliminary design of a building that might fit the community needs.  The assessment revealed 
the building should be someplace accessible, preferably downtown.  Putnam reminded this is a 
work in progress and the idea today is to seek further input.  Smit noted this is the third time that 
he has been involved with planning services for the possible replacement of the Nixon. The 
design theory is a compilation of the needs assessment, which provides the essentials for a 
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performing arts center. The drawings depict a 27,000 square foot two level building concept 
which will seat 450 people, including box seats on the lower and raised levels.  The main floor 
includes an art gallery, stage area, dressing rooms, a lounge, gift shop, large storage area, 
restrooms and a visitor center.  Smit explained the whole area can actually be thought of as a 
visitor center and may be open to the public during the entire day. The lower floor includes 
workshop rooms, commercial office space, a facility manager office, a two sided elevator, and a 
multipurpose room, also known as a black box, which is used for productions, banquets and 
community events.  The multipurpose room holds 140 people.  The potential location for the 
building is the parking lot on the corner of Melarkey Street and Winnemucca Blvd., which was 
chosen because of its proximity to the downtown area.  There was discussion regarding parking 
at this site. Smit said there are 158 public parking spaces and 209 private parking spaces within 
close proximity.  WCVA member Stoker said downtown business owners have complained in 
the past regarding parking.  Stoker noted the WCVA purchased the lot with WCVA funds without 
City or County assistance.  Putnam said that the WCVA had sufficient room tax funds at the 
time and did not need assistance.  Commissioner Amos stated he didn’t remember the WCVA 
asking the City or County for help with the purchase.  Commissioner French asked how many of 
the current parking spaces at the proposed building site will be utilized for the actual footprint of 
the building.  Smit said a total of 17 parking spaces will be lost.  There was additional discussion 
about the possibility of using the property behind the East Hall for parking.  Stoker said the 
parking located underneath the East Hall, if used, will require security all the time, and presents 
a substantial liability. Chairman Cassinelli said the proposed building will enhance the downtown 
area.  WCVA member Boyle said the building is a long way from being funded and suggested a 
design concept locating the building where the East Hall is located.  Putnam advised it is 
estimated to cost eight million dollars to build.  Stoker said he believes the proposed building 
design is not user friendly due to all of the stairways. Councilman Billingsley stated if the 
building is moved elsewhere it will cost more money.  Councilman Cain said downtown parking 
will always be a hurdle. French believes the proposal is the best use of the WCVA parking lot; it 
will be a showcase for the community. If the streetscape project makes sense, this project does 
too. Smit believes this could be a real catalyst for the downtown area.  Councilman Tipton asked 
how the number of seats where determined.  Putnam stated the committee talked to several 
other entities and learned that 450 seats are about right.  Cassinelli said the project could help 
the downtown area; there is need to keep working at this.  Boyle said there are still a lot of 
unanswered financial questions.  Casinelli asked the boards if they want to move forward.  
Commissioner Bell said it should be taken as far as possible, and then decide if it makes sense 
or not.  WCVA Chairman Stowell said it should not be abandoned yet, but it is necessary to 
know the yearly operational costs. He believes it could have a positive impact to the community.  
It was the consensus of the City, County and WCVA to move forward with the performing arts 
center project.   
 
US 95-WINNEMUCCA BLVD STREET SCAPE PROJECT / BUDGET SHARES / BID AWARD 
 
City Manager West advised that two bids were received for the US 95-Winnemucca Blvd 
intersection street scape project; there was only $20,000 difference.  The architect’s estimate for 
the project was $480,000. The low bid from Hunewill Construction was $740,000. Value 
engineering was considered in an attempt to reduce the bid amount.  By eliminating the 
decorative walls and lights, removing the traffic signal box relocation, removing the decorative 
bollards and chains, and removing the impressed paver stone crosswalks, the price is reduced 
to $490,000, which requires a commitment of $163,000 from each entity.  Councilman Brooks 
expressed concern about elimination of so many critical project components, and asked what 
remains on the project.  West stated: replacing the sidewalks, removal of several driveway cuts, 
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adding landscaping and realigning the cross walks.  Mayor Putnam said it’s a disappointment to 
see the walls go away because they are what contained the "Welcome to the City of 
Winnemucca / Humboldt County."  Councilman Owens liked the walls and the squaring of the 
intersection’s crosswalks.  West stated if the walls are kept in the bid with lighting, the estimate 
total is approximately $540,000.  Commissioner French noted that settling for less results in loss 
of the desired effect.  Putnam stated leaving the walls will require each entity to commit $25,000 
more, which is a total of $180,000 from each entity.  WCVA member Boyle moved to approve 
the WCVA one-third of a total project amount not to exceed $550,000.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Councilman Cain made the same motion for the City.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Commissioner Bell made the same motion for the County.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
WCVA Chairman Stowell adjourned the WCVA portion of the joint meeting at 2:57 p.m. 
 
WINNEMUCCA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT / FAA SIGNAGE GRANT / MATCHING FUNDS  
 
City Manager West reported the City submitted the 2014 FAA grant application to update 
signage, install supplemental wind-cones and install a lighting vault backup generator at the 
Airport for $164,063, which requires a local match commitment of $10,937, if divided equally 
between the City and County.  The matching funds will be in next year's budget.  Commissioner 
French moved to approve the County one-half commitment of $5,468.50.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Councilman Cain made the same motion for the City.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
WINNEMUCCA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT / FAA LAND ACQUISITION GRANT / MATCHING 
FUNDS INCREASE 
 
City Manager West said there is a pending grant award to provide land purchase funds and a 
pending contract for a fencing project at the Airport. Formal offers were made to several 
property owners at the appraised value of their properties. The owners felt the appraised values 
were too low, and rejected the offers. One of the properties separates the City properties and 
the owner indicated he was agreeable with a higher offer at $1,000 per acre.  West noted there 
is a good chance the FAA will fund 93.75% of the higher acquisition cost, but there is no 
guarantee until the offer is formally accepted.  West asked the boards to authorize a formal offer 
at the higher price with the hope that the FAA will reimburse an additional amount.  West 
presented a summary table indicating the costs to the City and County with and without FAA 
reimbursement for the higher property purchase price. The worst case scenario will make each 
entity's portion $25,244.  Commissioner French moved to authorize formal offers at the higher 
price per acre amount and, if FAA does not fund the higher amount, the County agrees to pay 
$25,224 for their portion of the total amount.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilman Owens 
made the same motion for the City.  Motion carried unanimously.     
     
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  March 18, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley and Brooks                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                             
ABSENT:  Councilmen                                              
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor       City Clerk  
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