
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 19, 2014 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Mike Owens, Doug 
Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The minutes of the August 5, 2014 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for 
review and Councilman Tipton moved for approval as submitted. Motion carried unanimously.  
           
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.   
Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Billingsley abstaining from voting on warrants for 
Jim Dandy Productions as he is the owner of the business.    
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards.   
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Dave Mendiola, Regional Planning Commission board member, reported the RPC had a 
discussion on the issue of medical marijuana at their Thursday night meeting.  There were 
several concerns raised about the draft ordinance proposed by the Humboldt County 
Commission.  The RPC asked the County Commission to reconsider the proposal to prohibit 
facilities selling and testing marijuana in all zoning districts.  The RPC requested that they be 
allowed to have a subcommittee consider other options.  The County Commission meeting 
yesterday was attended by medical marijuana supporters who brought up their concerns and 
issues.  The Commission directed the ordinance go to the subcommittee which will meet 
Thursday, August 28.  Mediola invited the Mayor and Council members to come and listen since 
this will eventually be an issue that comes before City Council.     
   
DISSCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business. Councilman Cain moved to make a finding that 
no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
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REGIONAL PLANING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT-CONFIRMATION  
 
Mayor Putnam received a letter from Brad Bauman expressing interest and providing 
qualifications for the vacant position on the Regional Planning Commission (RPC).  Bauman is a 
long time resident of Nevada and currently serves on several non-profit organizations and 
coaches youth sports.  Putnam stated that Bauman was unable to attend today’s meeting and 
she appoints him to the RPC position.  The Mayor and some Council members indicated they 
personally knew Bauman and all agreed he will be an asset to the RPC. Councilman Bilingsley 
moved to confirm the appointment of Brad Bauman to the Regional Planning Commission. 
Motion carried unanimously.     
 
VARIANCE REQUEST VW-14-10 / PARKING REQUIREMENT REDUCTION / EVERGREEN 
HOME LOANS  
 
Mayor Putnam presented a variance request submitted by Evergreen Home Loans (the 
application is in the meeting packet) to reduce the number of required off street parking spaces 
from four to two for the property located at 400 W. Fourth Street.  Councilman Cain moved, 
based on Planning Department staff findings and recommendation, to approve the variance 
request of Evergreen Home Loans to reduce the number of required off street parking spaces at 
400 W. Fourth Street from four to two.  Motion carried unanimously.       
 
MUNICIPAL SEWER SYSTEM AVAILABILITY / AUTHORIZATION TO INSTALL SEPTIC 
SYSTEM  /  MOUNTAIN QUAIL COURT PROPERTY / MCKINNON  
 
Larry McKinnon, Mountain Quail Court property owner, explained to the Council that when he 
purchased the lot in 2007 he intended to build on it when he retired.  Circumstances have 
changed and McKinnon now needs to sell the property.  The elevation of the property will not 
allow a gravity sewer service.  A private pumping station is required if the City sewer service is 
to be used.  A lift pump station will cost approximately $11,000 and there are City connection 
fees in addition to that cost. The lot has been up for sale for four years and due to the expense 
of having to install a sewer pump station when the land is developed, McKinnon has been 
unable to sell it.  A septic system will cost approximately one half the amount of a lift station.  
City Manager West stated there are other homes located on the southwest side of Water 
Canyon Road which were allowed to install septic systems because at the time they were 
developed, they were located outside of the City limits and the municipal sewer system had not 
yet been extended up Water Canyon Road.  City Attorney Maher reminded that when those 
existing septic systems fail, under current law and regulation the property owners may be 
required to hook up to the City sewer system.  West said the Council will need to determine 
whether the City sewer system is actually “available” to the McKinnon property (and, eventually, 
to the other lots on the southwest side of Water Canyon Road) due to the extremely high cost of 
connection to the City system.  The Mayor stated there must be a very valid reason to approve 
installation of any new septic system in the City.  Maher asked McKinnon if he had reduced the 
sale price for the lot because of the anticipated cost of connecting to the City sewer system.  
McKinnon stated he is asking $50,000 for the lot, and other comparable lots are selling for 
$60,000 to $70,000.  Putnam said the City encourages hookup to the City water and sewer 
systems, but there appears to be extenuating circumstances with the McKinnon property.  
Councilman Owens moved to approve installation of a septic system on the McKinnon lot 
because of the unavailability of the City sewer system due to:  (i) the elevation of the lot in 
relation to the existing City sewer system; (ii) the depth of the City sewer line in the area which 
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requires more lift from the lot to reach the system; (iii) the cost of a lift station in relation to the 
value of the lot; and, (iv) the fact that all other residences in the immediate area are connected 
to septic systems and not the City sewer system.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
NDOT COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT / E. WINNEMUCCA BLVD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT   
 
Mayor Putnam explained the proposed Cooperative Agreement with NDOT (in the meeting 
packet) is required for the East Winnemucca Boulevard Enhancement Project in order for the 
City to receive $300,000 of federal TAP grant funds.  The City will be responsible for all costs 
over $300,000, which are roughly estimated to be $19,000.  City Manager West said an 
accurate project cost estimate will not be available until the construction documents have been 
completed.  Councilman Cain moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the Cooperative Agreement 
with NDOT for the East Winnemucca Boulevard Enhancement Project.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
                 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported that the Phase I drawings for the Recreation Complex Project are 
being completed.  The Community Improvement Group (CIG) requested a special City Council 
meeting on September 30 at 2:00 p.m. to review the bids and possibly award a contract for the 
project. The CIG is planning their fund drive and recreation sales tax campaign.  The 
Intersection Streetscape Project has been substantially completed and the cross walk striping 
will be completed today.  The only thing left on the project is the metal wildlife art cutouts at the 
end of the walls.  Currently, sketches for the cutouts are being developed.  The chip seal project 
is scheduled for the first or second week in September.  Haskell Street has been added to the 
chip seal schedule because the transfer of ownership of the street to the City is complete.  A 
four-way stop is planned for the Haskell Street and Bridge Street intersection and will be 
installed immediately following the chip seal work.  West reported that Senator Heller’s staff 
indicated they can consider land transfers to local governments in the Sage Grouse Wilderness 
Bill.  West submitted a formal request package to Senators Reid and Heller for the transfer of 
two sections of BLM property on Jungo Road (for the City sewer project) and for the 40 acre 
parcel located off Stuart Street (adjacent to the City’s other 40 acre parcel designated as a 
future cemetery site).  The Sunnyside Drive water/sewer reconstruction project has been 
completed with the exception of a few curb repairs and the paving.  The paving is scheduled for 
August 20.  The sewer project BLM R&PP (Recreation and Public Purposes) lease application 
process is moving along very slowly.  The City water system meter inventory is completed.  
There are 4,600 water meters that will need to be retrofitted for the auto meter reading system 
during the next four years.  Staff is in the process of putting bid documents together for zone 
one and the preliminary estimates are in line with budgeted amounts.  The most cost effective 
way of doing the retrofit will be to hire temporary help to clean out the boxes and get everything 
ready for the contractor to install the new meters.   
 
Councilman Owens asked about the update on the master plan zoning that was discussed a 
few months ago.  City Attorney Maher said he is working with the Planning Department staff on 
the matter.  Owens stated that school starts next week.  City Manager West reported there has 
been a slight change in the times for the school zones with the periods being longer.  The 
School District is buying the new school zone time signs this year.   
 
Councilman Cain said he will be absent from the September 9 meeting.    
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Councilman Tipton attended the Sonoma Conservation meeting and the Humboldt River Basin 
Authority meeting.   
 
Councilman Billingsley said Jim Dandy Productions moved into the new location and invited 
everyone to the ribbon cutting and open house to be held from 4:00-7:00 p.m., August 20.  
 
Councilman Brooks attended the NNRC meeting and reported they intend to help with the 
annual pig wrestling at the Tri-County Fair.    
 
Mayor Putnam stated she has a debt service meeting on Thursday.  The City received a letter 
from the Office of the Governor stating the Pleasant Senior Center has been awarded  $277,155 
in the 2014 CDBG bid cycle for its Phase II Expansion.    
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION-CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence presented.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: September 9, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                                                                
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                             
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                  
                       
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam                 Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor        City Clerk 
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